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The Thriving West African 
Seed Industry
West African seed companies are thriving as a result of  the harmonization of  regulations, 
actors of  the sector have acknowledged during a just-ended regional gathering in Abuja, 
Nigeria.

Governments, development, and research actors have been working together in the past 
decade to implement a policy that would allow for the free flow of  seeds across West Africa. 
Funded by the United States Agency for International Development (USAID) and imple-
mented by CORAF on behalf  of  three inter-governmental bodies, the efforts are seemingly 
starting to yield fruits.

“The harmonization of  the regulation has made it easy for my company to trade across the 
different countries in the region,” says Dr. Karim Traore, Seed Regulatory Lead for Bayer 
Crop Science/Monsanto Burkina Sarl. This company is operating in five West African coun-
tries.

Removing barriers for the free movement of  seeds across boundaries is one of  the central 
tenets of  this policy.

“Having access to a regional seed market with fewer barriers to seed trade contributes to the 
growth of  seed enterprises,” says Dr. Mohammed Umar, the Permanent Secretary at the 
Minister of  Agriculture and Rural Development in Nigeria.

According to this Nigerian government official, small-scale seed enterprises are now emer-
ging and providing quality seeds to farmers across Nigeria and other countries of  West Afri-
ca. Nigeria accounts for 60 percent of  the total seeds marketed in West Africa.

The Economic Community of  West African States (ECOWAS), the West African Economic 
and Monetary Union (WAEMU), and the Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought 
Control in the Sahel (CILSS) have mandated CORAF to facilitate the adoption of  this policy 
across West Africa.

“It is only when the private sector is involved that you will be able to produce the volume of  
seeds needed to meet the high demand,” explained Dr. Abdulai Jalloh, CORAF’s Director 
of  Research and Innovation.

ECOWAS is among the inter-governmental bodies with interest in the free flow of  seeds. As 
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a regional economic tool working for regional integration, ECOWAS’s goal is to see its policy of  
free movement of  people and services across West Africa become a reality.

“If  a researcher discovers a seed variety in any ecological zone, this variety if  released in one 
Member State, it can be multiplied and sold in another one. So, it’s a mechanism that is bringing all 
the advantages of  working together in the same community,” said Mr. Sekou Sangare, ECOWAS 
Commissioner for Agriculture, Environment, and Water Resources.


