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Abbreviations

and Acronyms

A

AATF, African Agricultural Technology Foundation

ABS, African Biofortified Sorghum (project)

AFD, French Development Agency

AGRODEP, African Growth and Development Policy
ANAFE, Network for Agriculture, Agro forestry and Natural
resources Education

APS, Senegal Press Agency

ARAD, Agricultural Research For Development
ASARECA, Association for the Strengthening of Agricultural
Research in East and Central Africa

ASTI, Agricultural Science and Technology Indicators
ATPS, African Technological Policy Study Network

AUC, African Union Commission

AusAID, Australian Agency for International Development
AVRDC, Advanced Vegetable Research and Development
Centre

AfDB, African Development Bank

C

CARBAP, African Research Centre on Banana and Plantain
CBO, Community-Based Organization

CCFAS, Mega programme on Climate Change, Agriculture and
Food Security

CDP, Community Development Program

CEMAC, Central Africa Economic and Monetary Community
CIRAD, International Co-operation Center of Agricultural Re-
search for Development

CGIAR, Consultative Group on International Agricultural
Research

CNRA, National Agricultural Research Center (Cote d’Ivoire)
CORAF/WECARD, Conseil Ouest et Centre Africain pour la
Recherche et le Développement Agricoles / West and Central
African Council for Agricultural Research and Development
CRAL/DGRST, Loudima Agricultural Research Center (General
Delegation for Scientific and Technical Research)

CRI, Crop Research Institute (Ghana)

CSIR, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (Ghana)
CSIRO, Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research
Organization (Australia)

CTA, Technical Centre for Agricultural and Rural Co-operation

D

DANIDA, Danish International Development Agency

DFID, Department for International Development

DONATA, Dissemination of New Agricultural Technologies in
Africa

E

EC, European Commission

ECOWAS, Economic Community of West African States
ECCAS, Economic Community of Central African States
ES, Executive Secretariat

EU, European Union

F

FFAAP, Framework for African Agricultural Productivity
FARA , Forum for Agricultural Research in Africa
IFAD, International Fund for Agricultural Development
FP7, Framework Programme 7

G

GA, General Assembly

GCARD, Global Conference on Agricultural Research for
Development

GFSRI, Global Food Security Initiative

IAR4D, Integrated Agricultural Research For Development
ICRAF, International Centre for Research on Agroforestry
ICRISAT, International Crop research Institute for Semi Arid
Tropics

IDA, International Development Association

|IER, Institute of Rural Economy

IFDC, International Fertilizer Development Centre

IFPRI, International Food Policy Research Institute

IITA, International Institute for Tropical Agriculture

ILRI, International Livestock Research Centre

INERA, Environmental and Agricultural Research Institute
(Burkina Faso)

INRA, National Agricultural Research Institution

INRAB, National Agricultural Research Institute, Bénin
INRAN, National Agricultural Research Institute, Niger
IPTA, Innovation Platform for Technology Adoption

ITRA, National Agricultural Research Institute, Togo
ITRAD, Chad Institute of Agricultural Research for Develop-
ment

IDRC, International Development Research Center

K

KKM/PLS, Kano-Katsina-Maradi/Pilote Learning Sites
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M

MDTF, Multi-Donor Trust Fund
M&E, Monitoring & Evaluation
MRU/UFM, Mano River Union

N

NAIP, National Agricultural investment Programme
NARI, National Agricultural Research Institute
NARS, National Agricultural Research System
NEPAD, New Partnership for Africa’s Development
NGO, Non-Governmental Organization

NRM, Natural Resources Management

O

0OO0CB, Organisation communautaire de base
ONG, Organisation non-gouvernementale
OSR, Organisation sous-régionale

P

PPAAC/CAAPP, Central Africa Agricultural Productivity
Programme
PSTAD, Promotion of Science and Technology for Africa
Development
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Abbreviations
and Acronyms

RAILS, Regional Agricultural Information and Learning
Systems

RAIP, Regional Agriculural Investment Programme
ROPPA, West Africa Farmers and Producers Organizations
Network

RYMV, Rice Yellow Mottle Virus

S

STC, Scientific and Technical Committee

SRO, Sub-Regional Organization

SABIMA,Strengthening Agricultural biotechnology implemen-
tation in Africa

SCARDA, Strengthening Capacity for Agricultural Research
and Development

SSA-CP, Sub-Saharan Africa Challenge Programme

U

UEMOA, West Africa Economic and Monetary Union

UFM, Union du Fleuve du Mano

UNCCD, United Nations Convention to Combat Desertifica-
tion

UniBRAIN, Universities, Enterprises Research in Agricultural
Innovation

USAID, United States Agency for International Development

W

WACIP, West Africa Cotton Improvement Program

WASA, West Africa Seed Alliance

WASCAL, West African Science Service Center on Climate
Change and Adapted Land Use

WCA, West and Central Africa
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Message from the Chairman of
the GB and the Executive Director
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Stakeholders and Partners empowered
to ensure sustainable agriculture in West and Central Africa

Prof. Yusuf B. ABUBAKAR,
Chairman of CORAF/WECARD Governing Board

During the year 2010, corresponding to the second
year of implementation of the Operational Plan
(2008-2013), CORAF/WECARD has multiplied ini-
tiatives leading to the strengthening of the coope-
ration between all its stakeholders and partners in
agricultural research and development in West and
Central Africa and at the international level.

This has included agricultural research coordination, ex-
tension of scientific and financial cooperation, delivery
and transfer of agricultural technologies, strengthening the
capacity of stakeholders and partners, and especially the
organization of the second Science Week and the ninth
General Assembly of the institution.

We are pleased to emphasize that the much appreciated
results achieved in 2010 could be attributed to the normal
functioning of the organs of CORAF/WECARD, with the
organization of the 9th General Assembly in Cotonou, the
ordinary sessions of the Governing Board and the Scienti-
fic and Technical Committee, and especially to the remar-
kable support of development and scientific partners.

After 2008, in Yaounde, stakeholders and development
partners again met from 24 to 29 May, 2010, in Cotonou,
at the second Agriculture Science Week and the ninth
General Assembly of CORAF/WECARD.

6

Dr Paco SEREME,
Executive Director of CORAF/WECARD

The Central theme of these meetings was «Management
of Post Harvest Systems of plants, animals, and fisheries
products to improve productivity, competitiveness and
agricultural markets in West and Central Africa». In addi-
tion to important resolutions and key recommendations,
which were formulated in relation to this theme, and the
appraisal made of the two years of implementation of the
Operational Plan 2008-2013, members of the General As-
sembly (GA) demonstrated their confidence in Prof. Yusuf
B. Abubakar by confirming his position as Chairman of
the Governing Board and renewed the mandate of almost
40% of the Board members.

The strengthening of our scientific partnership was pur-
sued with the implementation of the Food and Food se-
curity Initiative of the Australian Government, within the
framework of the AusAID-CSIRO-CORAF/WECARD part-
nership. This was achieved through the selection of con-
cept notes, which were developed to full proposals on the
following themes: seed systems, integrated crop-livestock
farming systems, and animal health.

Within the framework of implementing an agreement si-
gned with ICRISAT in December 2008, a regional project
on the promotion of millet and sorghum (PROMISO) was
initiated by CORAF/WECARD.

Annual Report 2010
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Moreover, contacts were established with universities in
Norway and Finland for scientific exchanges.

With regard to the implementation of CORAF/WECARD’s
Programmes, we are pleased to report that the Livestock,
Fisheries and Aquaculture, Natural Resources Manage-
ment, Policy Market and Trade and Capacity Strengthe-
ning Programmes were able to work in synergy to lead
the identification and validation of research priorities for
development in these areas. This was followed by the pu-
blication of calls for project. We are expecting implemen-
tation of these projects in 2011.

Four new competitive fund research projects, coordinated
by the Staple crops programme, for improving the pro-
ductivity of maize, plantain and cowpea, and post-harvest
technologies in West and Central Africa, were launched..

Significant advocacy and resource mobilization activities
carried out by CORAF/WECARD included the support
provided to ECOWAS in the elaboration of strategies to
accelerate the dissemination of technologies and agricul-
tural innovations and the implementation of its community
development programme.

Within its capacity of regional coordinator and facilitator
of the West Africa Agricultural Productivity Programme
(WAAPP), CORAF/WECARD provided to WAAPP 1C
countries (Gambia, Guinea, Togo, Benin, Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Niger) in the preparation and finalization of pro-
ject appraisal documents for negotiating funds from the In-
ternational Development Association of the World Bank.

It is important to note that a mid-term review of the Pro-
gramme conducted in WAAPP 1 A (Senegal, Mali and
Ghana), led to the suggestion for introducing another pro-
ject component on «accelerated technology adoption».
This was integrated as a sub-component in the project
appraisal document of WAAPP 1B (Cbte d’Ivoire, Nigeria
and Burkina Faso).

In Central Africa, Efforts made by the Executive Secreta-
riat to initiate a similar programme on agricultural producti-
vity resulted in the expression of interest to the World Bank
by Cameroon and Chad.

In terms of financial resources mobilization, negotiations
with the World Bank resulted in the approval in September
2010, by the Board of Directors of US$ 90 million from the
IDA and US $ 19 million from the Japanese contribution
to the Multi-donor Trust Fund of the World Bank in res-
ponse to the food crisis, allocated to WAAPP 1B countries
(Nigeria, Cote d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso) and to CORAF/
WECARD.

Annual Report 2010
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Message from the Chairman of
the GB and the Executive Director

Negotiations with the AusAID resulted in the signing of an
agreement in April 2010, for funds to the tune of 374 000
Australian Dollars for finalizing the Partnership document.

Negotiations were also intensified with CIDA for a contri-
bution of US $ 10 million to the Multi-donor Trust Fund
of CORAF/WECARD. This was a strong indication that
prospects for effective implementation of the CORAF/
WECARD MDTF in 2011 are real.

We would like to remind you that the implementation of
the first phase of the institutional change process as envi-
saged in the Operational Plan came to a successful end
with the training of members of the statutory organs of CO-
RAF/WECARD and several stakeholders and partners in
the NARS on key aspects of the new Strategic Plan of
CORAF/WECARD. A review of the process and lessons
learned were carried out to ensure better understanding
of the Strategic Plan and its new concepts as well as to
propose training programmes for the development of new
skills needed for the effective management of IAR4D and
the implementation of the Operational Plan.

In 2010, significant efforts were made in the area of infor-
mation and communication in order to improve recognition
of the institution and its activities. This included rehabilita-
tion of the computer system and extension of the mailing
list (coraf-community @coraf.org) to 1900 recipients in or-
der to improve the dissemination of information. Moreo-
ver, a Policy and Communication Strategy for CORAF/
WECARD and more specifically for the WAAPP were de-
veloped and implemented. An institutional film was finali-
zed to facilitate information on the activities of the Associa-
tion at the continental and international levels.

As is the case every year, this report honors and highlights
the activities of one of its member NARS. For this edition,
readers will discover the NARS focal institution in Sierra
Leone, the Sierra Leone Agricultural Research Institute
(SLARI). Despite considerable deterioration of its resour-
ces, due to armed conflict experienced by the country, it
is encouraging to observe a take off with a high level of
enthusiasm in this NARS which is driving the mobilization
efforts at national and international levels supported by
CORAF/WECARD.

With regards to the achievements of 2010 by the Associa-
tion and its partners, we are optimistic that the results of
the mid-term review of the Operational Plan (2008 — 2013)
slated for 2011, will not only provide an opportunity to bet-
ter quantify the actual contribution of CORAF/WECARD in
achieving its specific objective but also, to identify specific
recommendations for the achievement of the objective of
6 % annual growth of agricultural GDP in the sub-region.

v
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Week

SECOND AGRICULTURAL SCIENCE WEEK
IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA

« Management of post-harvest systems of Plants, animals and fisheries products to improve
productivity, competitiveness and agricultural markets in West and Central Africa»

4 )
The year 2010, in CORAF/WECARD, was marked by two major events : the second Science
Week and the ninth General Assembly held from 24 to 29 May, 2010 in Cotonou at Marina
Hotel.

The second Science Week dubbed «Management of post-harvest systems of Plants, animals
and fisheries products to improve productivity, competitiveness and agricultural markets in
West and Central Africa” recorded fruitful discussions and an exhibition of research results.

Actors and Partners participated actively in the sessions

8 Annual Report 2010
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The second agricultural science week was organized in
different sessions :

B The official opening of the 2nd science week with
useful speeches of the personalities.

B Parallel sessions to discuss the theme and the sub-
themes.

B Aday for Partners parallel events

a Parallel Sessions

To enable in-depth discussions of the central theme, four sub-themes were defined and addressed based on four re-
sults of CORAF/WECARD Operational Plan. The sessions on the four sub-themes were held in parallel and fruitfully
discussed. Each sub-theme was introduced by a keynote presentation and three panelists shared their experiences

«

through short presentations.The various sub-theme presentations included :

B Sub-theme 1 : innovation systems to improve pro-
cessing, packaging and labeling of plant, livestock and
fishery products

+ Trends in Processing, Packaging and Labeling of
Agricultural Products;

+ Application of cheesemaking technology from pure
camel milk in Mauritania;

*  Drying;

+ Small-scale fish processing and technology innova-
tion: case of smoking ovens in Senegal.

B Sub-theme 2 : Policy options and enabling insti-
tutional environment for improving the processing and
marketing of crops, livestock and fishery products

+ Improve agricultural competitiveness in Africa :
policy and institutional options

+  From farm to market, regulation to ensure competi-
tiveness and sustainability of agricultural products

+ Constraints and Challenges in Governance and
Channel Choice in Tropical Agri-Food Chains: Evidence
from Pineapple Supply Chains in Benin

+ Promoting the agricultural sector’s value chains in
West and Central Africa: Case of the mango industry in
Burkina Faso,

Annual Report 2010

B Sub-theme 3 : Enhancing the Partnership between
key players (producers, processors, researchers, NGOs
...) to encourage collective action towards reducing
post-harvest constraints

+ Actors and post-harvest challenges in West and
Central Africa: Partnership or Deal?

+ Development of a partnership to promote/enhance
cassava production in rural households in NKOLBI-
BANDA, CAMEROON.

» |AR4D Approach for strengthening partnerships
among stakeholders to encourage collective actions
towards post-harvest issues

+ Collective management of logging companies in
Senegal: which strategy for effective communication
and partnership?

B Sub-theme 4 : Effective knowledge use on post-har-
vest practices in the areas of crop, livestock and fishery
production

+ Knowledge and post-harvest for Development;

» Using video and radio to Improve rice quality in
Africa;

» Impact of the adoption of food processing technolo-
gies by rural women in Benin;

»  Contribution to improved post-harvest systems.
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Dr Henri Ossébi, Minister of Scientific Research of Congo and Dr Papa Abdoulaye Seck Director General of Africa
Rice during the Panel discussions

a Exhibition of Research products left visitors satisfied

Several Visitors comprising searchers, farmers and students were satisfied.

10 Annual Report 2010
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Participants discovered the research results of Benin

Honorary Awards to important personalities who contributed to CORAF/WECARD’s
development

The 13 personalities who received honorary awards for their contribution to the CORAF/WECARD’s development are :
Mrs. Seynabou Diop, Dr. Demba Farba Mbaye, Dr. Bouraima Osseni, Dr. Chuks Ogbonnaya, Dr. Eric Smailing,

Dr. Daniel Ngou Ngoupayou, Dr. Marcel Nwalozie, Dr. Dominiqgue Hounkonnou, Dr. Samba Ly, Dr. Salomon
Namkosserena, Dr Bino Témé, Dr. Simon Zok, Mrs. Elisabeth Atangana.

Dr Samba Ly receiving his honorary award from Gregoire Akofodji, Minister of Agriculture of Benin and
Mrs Elisabeth Atangana greeting all participants.

Annual Report 2010 11
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9™ General Assembly

Actors and partners during the General Assembly Session

Dr. Innocent Butare, Senior Project Manager at the In-
ternational Development Research Center (IDRC), on
behalf of the scientific partners, chaired the Ninth Ge-
neral Assembly of CORAF/WECARD.

During discussions, participants reviewed and adopted
the report of the Board; they equally reviewed and adop-
ted CORAF/WECARD’s Activity Report; they adopted
CORAF/WECARD Governance Manual and the By-
laws of the Governing Board. GB members whose term
was ending were renewed and Prof. Yusuf Abubakar,

12

Pr Yusuf B. Abubakar, confirmed Chairman of the Governing Board

On 28 and 29 May, 2010, the Directors of National Agricultural Research Systems from 22
countries of West and Central Africa and their partners met within the framework of the 9th
Ordinary Session of CORAF/WECARD General Assembly.

Chairman of the Governing Board since the departure
of Dr. Simon ZOK in January 2010, was confirmed to
this position by the General Assembly.

Sixteen representatives of national research systems
(NARS) out of a total of 22 in CORAF/WECARD were
attending. The quorum being reached, the General As-
sembly in accordance with the statutes could legitima-
tely deliberate. At the end of the proceedings, the Ge-
neral Assembly made five recommendations and eight
resolutions.

Annual Report 2010
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9™ General Assembly

e Recommendations et Resolutions

Related to the recommendations :
Recommendation 1, was about Strengthening National Agricultural Research Systems
Recommendation 2, Facilitation of activity implementation in countries
Recommendation 3, Pursuing the diversified partnership
Recommendation 4, Reducing reliance on external funding
Recommendation 5, Participation of young researchers in the 2nd Science Week
total of eigth Resolutions have been made
Resolution 1, Adoption of the moral report of the Board’s Chairman
Resolution 2, Appreciation to former members of the Governing Board
Resolution 3, Re-appointment of Board members
Resolution 4, Election of New Governing Board members
Resolution 5, Election of the Chairman and the Vice-chair
Resolution 6, Approval of the Manual of Governance

Resolution 7, Conclusions and Recommendations of the 2nd Agricultural Science Week

H B B B E E E B > B HE B B H

Resolution 8, Countries to host the next General Assembly.

See CORAF/WECARD website (www.coraf.org) for the Recommendations and Resolutions details

Constructive discussions came out of the sessions

Annual Report 2010 13
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9™ General Assembly

The members of CORAF/WECARD’s Governing Board since May 29, 2010 :

Pr. Yusuf B. ABUBAKAR, Board’s Chairman, Executive Secretary of ARCN, Nigeria

Dr. Ibet OUTHMAN Issa, DG ITRAD, Tchad, Vice Chairman

Dr. Tiémoko YO, DG CNRA, Céte d’lvoire

Dr. Atsu Comlan AGBOBLI, DG ITRA, Togo

Dr. Alfred DIXON, DG SLARI, Sierra Leone

Dr. André MAKIZA-MABEMBA, Director CRAL/DGRST, Congo

Dr. Rui SILVA, Representative RECs West Africa, ECOWAS

Mr. Roger TCHOUNGUI, Roger Tchoungui Representative RECs Central Africa, ECCAS

Mrs. Simone ZOUNDI, Representative Private Sector, INTERFACE

Mme Clarisse Nailar NEHOUDAMADJI, Representative NGO, ATOSA

M. Djibo BAGNA, Representative of Producer Organizations, ROPPA

Mrs. Anne SIMON, Representative of the EU, Representative of Development Partners

Dr. Bram HUIJSMAN, Representative of scientific partners, Director of Wageningen International
Dr. Paco SEREME, Executive Director of CORAF/WECARD, Rapporteur of the Governing Board

From Left to Right : Mr Roger TCHOUNGUI, Dr Atsu Comlan AGBOBLI, Dr Alfred DIXON,

Mrs. Clarisse Nailar NEHOUDAMADJI, Dr André MAKIZA-MABEMBA, Prof. Yusuf B. ABUBAKAR, Dr Paco SEREME,

Dr Ibet OUTHMAN lIssa, Mrs simone ZOUNDI and Dr Rui SILVA

14
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CORAF/WECARD
in 2010
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Advocacy and Cooperation

Intense activities to help meet the agricultural challenges in WCA
through the implementation of the 2008-2013 Operational Plan

/

information and communication activities.

a Advocacy and cooperation

Throughout the year 2010, the different and various CORAF/WECARD activities were to
conduct sustained advocacy to diversify the partnership in order to mobilize more resources
to implement programmes and projects. The activities for coordination of agricultural re-
search in the NARS as well as those related to capacity strengthening of actors in agricultural
research and development contributed to the effective implementation of the Operational
Plan. The sessions of the Scientific and Technical Committee and the Governing Board and
especially the holding of the second Science Week and the Ninth General Assembly also
marked the year 2010 at CORAF/WECARD resulting in a further enhanced image through

—

For a successful implementation of the Operational Plan, advocacy and cooperation were intensified with development

partners, technical and scientific partners to mobilize resources.

International Partners

A Through two major activities, CORAF/WECARD played
an important role in the implementation of recommen-
dations made during the Global Conference on Agri-
cultural Research for Development (GCARD), held in
Montpellier in March 2010. These contributions concer-
ned the development of the research program for the
Mega Program on Climate Change and participation on
behalf of FARA in the GFAR’s 24th session held in Sep-
tember 2010 in Brussels. This activity resulted in the
definition of a roadmap to guide the system of agricul-
tural research for development towards greater global
impact. It also led to CORAF/WECARD reaffirming its
expectations at the national, regional and global levels,
vis-a-vis its actors and their responsibilities.

Continental partners

PDDAA/NEPAD/CUA : In support to the various
CAADP processes, CORAF/WECARD contributed to:
+ the preparations for the sixth preparatory meeting
of CAADP in March 2010;

Raising awareness of key actors in central Africa for
the implementation of CAADP Pillar 4;

16

+ Defining strategies to enable smallholding farmers
to meet the challenge of climate change in achieving
food security and improved incomes in Africa.

This latest result was achieved thanks to the participa-
tion of CORAF/WECARD in a regional workshop for
West Africa organized by ROPPA in September 2010,
as part of preparations for the CAADP’s African Forum
and to the participation of CORAF / WECARD in the
same forum in October 2010.

FARA :

CORAF/WECARD supported FARAIn finalizing a conso-
lidated action plan and a budget to support national and
regional post compact processes to be implemented by
FARA and its SRO components. This plan was validated
by FARA Governing Board in November 2010. Then, It
will be submitted to the World Bank’s MDTF for funding.
Participation in the meeting of the General Assembly
of FARA held in Ouagadougou in June 2010 valued
FARA'’s goals and strengthened the relationship between
this organization and CORAF/WECARD.

Support from CORAF/WECARD was instrumental in
getting Dr. Yo Tiemoko elected as the Chairman of
FARA’s Board. Dr. Tiemoko is currently the Direc-

Annual Report 2010
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Advocacy and Cooperation

tor General of CNRA-C6te d’lvoire, one of CORAF/
WECARD’s NARIs. His chairmanship of the FARA’s
Board raises hopes as to improving the recognition that
the institution enjoys from many development partners.

CORAF/WECARD agreed to support the implemen-
tation of the continental-wide project called «Unibrain,
coordinated by FARA and funded by DANIDA. ATPS,
PanACC and ANAFE collaborated in the implemen-
tation. This project aims at facilitating INRAS’ involve-
ment in research for the development of agro- business
incubators for the benefit of the population. The main
role of CORAF/WECARD is to facilitate the reporting
of dynamic partnerships between the INRAs of Benin,
Burkina Faso, Mali and Ghana and universities, agricul-
tural enterprises as well as policy structures to carry out
research on products and research results using «busi-
ness incubators».

Regional and sub-regional partners

ECOWAS : CORAF/WECARD supported ECOWAS
in revising the NAIP for 13 West African (WA) countries,
in collaboration with FARA, to ensure their alignment
with the CAADP principles and improve their quality. At
a meeting organized by ECOWAS in September 2010,
CORAF/WECARD was involved in the process of defi-
ning mechanisms to facilitate the networking of research
centers and the dissemination of research results in
West Africa. This was about interconnecting universities
and research centers to develop a system of equiva-
lence for diplomas and certificates of higher education
and promote scientific and technological innovation in
development. CORAF/WECARD took the opportunity of
this meeting to introduce the issue of harmonizing the
status of researchers in WA which had emerged as a
recommendation of the 9th General Assembly.

CORAF/WECARD contributed to defining strategies to
fast-track the dissemination of agricultural technologies
and innovations in the NAIP and RAIP projects of and
developing a roadmap for the collection and transmis-
sion of available and / or newly generated technologies.
The leadership of CORAF/WECARD was sought in this
process.

The support of CORAF/WECARD was also requested
by ECOWAS to implement its Community Develop-
ment Program (CDP). The objective of this program is
to implement the Vision 2020 of the Community (from
an ECOWAS of States to an ECOWAS of Peoples).
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The process for developing regional research policy
was launched in September 2010. this meeting gave
CORAF/WECARD the opportunity to share the expe-
rience gained in the process of developing its strategic
plan (2007-2016). CORAF/WECARD was co-opted as a

Partiicipants group-photo during FARA GA in Burkina
Faso

member of study committee set up to develop this policy
for regional research.

PPAAO/WAAPP :

Within its capacity of regional coordinator and facilitator
of the West Africa Agricultural Productivity Programme
(WAAPP), CORAF/WECARD provided to WAAPP 1C
countries (Gambia, Guinea, Togo, Benin, Liberia, Sierra
Leone and Niger) in the preparation and finalization of pro-
ject appraisal documents for negotiating funds from the In-
ternational Development Association of the World Bank.

It is important to note that a mid-term review of the Pro-
gramme conducted in WAAPP 1 A (Senegal, Mali and
Ghana), led to the suggestion for introducing another pro-
ject component on «accelerated technology adoptions.
This was integrated as a sub-component in the project
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appraisal document of WAAPP 1B (Céte d’Ivoire, Nigeria
and Burkina Faso).

CORAF supported the conduct of the WAAPP 1A’s mid-
term review. This review reaffirmed the validity of the
development goal of the project and recommended:
(i) strengthening WAAPP’s communication skills and
(i) integrating the sub-component of the project on the
«accelerated technology adoption «in order to improve
the performance of this project.

UEMOA :

The working visit conducted by the Executive Director
and the Administration and Finance Director of CORAF/
WECARD at the UEMOA'’s headquarters in August
2010, was the occasion to review the activities of the
framework agreement signed between CORAF/ WE-
CARD and UEMOA. Through this review, the joint vali-
dation by the CORAF/WECARD and UEMOA as well as
the main actors, of a CORAF/WECARD-coordinated for

18

identifying priorities for agricultural research and deve-
lopment projects on the WAEMU policy for the agricul-
tural sector has been deferred to 2011.

ECCAS:

Startup of CAAPP/PPAAC has been much delayed. CO-
RAF/WECARD anticipated actions in support of ECCAS,
which is a focal CAADP institution for coordinating the
preparation and implementation of CAAPP/PPAAC in
Central Africa. This included direct discussions with the
Ministers of agriculture in the countries of the ECCAS
space intended to raise awareness and mobilize them
for membership and for showing interest in the World
Bank to start the CAAPP/PPAAC. Cameroon and the
Republic of Chad, through their ministers of agriculture
and irrigation, responded positively to these missions.
Requests made by these countries to start the CAAPP/
PPAAC were studied by the World Bank in 2010 for a
CAAP/PPAAC start in Central Africa.

Annual Report 2010
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Advocacy and Cooperation

Development Partners

MDTF :

Negociations were also identified with CIDA for a contri-
bution of US 10 million to the MDTF. A contract submit-
ted by the World Bank to the European Commission, in
August 2010, has been reviewed by the EC Delegation
in Dakar, Senegal, who was appointed to administer the
contract. CORAF/WECARD is awaiting the finalization
of this process to make effective its MDTF in 2011.

AusAID :

The strengthening of our scientific partnership was pur-
sued with the implementation of the Food and Food se-
curity Initiative of the Australian Government, within the
framework ofthe AusAID-CSIRO-CORAF/WECARD part-
nership. This was achieved through the selection of con-
cept notes, which were developed to full proposals on
the following themes: seed systems, integrated crop-li-
vestock farming systems, and animal health.

Negotiations with the AusAlID resulted in the signing of an
agreement in April 2010, for funds to the tune of 374 000
Australian Dollars for finalizing the Partnership document

USAID :

USAID has expressed interest in extending the agree-
ment it signed with CORAF/WECARD for institutio-
nal and programmatic support to the operational plan
beyond the present period of two years. A one-year
work plan, from October 2010 to September 2011, has
been approved by USAID.

IDRC :

through a dialogue initiated with IDRC, CORAF/WE-
CARD was consulted to submit a concept note for
hosting the Platform for Climate Change Adaptation in
Africa. This platform will bring together actors from the
agricultural sector, researchers and policymakers, nota-
bly, to find solutions to facilitate the adaptation of small
farmers to climate change and improve their incomes.
CORAF/WECARD worked on another concept note,
justifying its ability to host the Centre of Excellence of
the Project ‘Africa Adapt Climate Change’.

Annual Report 2010
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Canada, Holland, Norway and Finland :

CORAF/WECARD has continued dialogue with CIDA
and initiated discussions with the Ministers for Coo-
peration of the Netherlands, Norway and Finland as
regards their support to implementing the Operational
Plan. Appropriate contacts have been established for
future collaboration for the development of agricultural
research and development in WCA and the main areas
of collaboration with partners have been identified. The
initiatives outlined include the development of regional
projects.

Dr Paco SEREME and Dr Bruce Pengelly during the
signing of the agreement in 2010, April.
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Advocacy and Cooperation

Scientific and technical partners

CIRAD:

A draft action plan for the implementation of a coopera-
tion agreement between CORAF/WECARD and CIRAD,
signed on 12December 2009, was finalized in Septem-
ber 2010. Natural Resource Management Program was
asked to identify topics of mutual interest in which Eu-
rope, southeast Asia, Africa and / or Latin America will
benefit from scientific and technical cooperation as part
of Theme 2 «Food, Agriculture, Fisheries, and Biotech-
nology» (also known as the KBBE: knowledge-based
bio-economy) of the EC’s FP7 Cooperation Program.

WASA :

A draft agreement was developed between CORAF/WE-
CARD and WASA. It describes the activities geared to-
wards NARS’ and seed companies’ capacity building spe-
cializing in the fields of testing, distribution, maintenance
and inventory of varieties based on ECOWAS protocaols.

CTA:

An agreement was signed with CTA to get on with the
second phase of the project aiming at contributing to
capitalizing and transferring the results of agricultural
research for development in WCA. The activities should
start in 2011.

CGIAR centers :

CORAF/WECARD participated in the development of se-
veral CGIAR’s Mega - Programs of the, now called CGIAR
Research Programs (CRP) to ensure that CRP’s priorities
are consistent with those of CORAF/WECARD . The colla-
boration with Bioversity International has led to joint deve-
lopment and submission of a regional project proposal to
be financed by the International Treaty for agricultural ge-
netic resources for food and agriculture. The project was
submitted through the Ministry of Agriculture of Senegal.
This initiative aims at contributing to the implementation of
the Ouagadougou Declaration and the recommendations
of CORAF/WECARD’s Strategic Plan on agricultural ge-
netic resources.

IFPRI :

thanks to the negotiations initiated in early 2010 to
strengthen collaboration between the two structures, IF-
PRI invited CORAF/WECARD to join the Committee of
Reflection of the Initiative “African Growth and Develo-
pment Policy Modeling Consortium” (AGRODEP). The
AGRODERP initiative seeks to strengthen capacity of ac-
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Dr Gerard Matheron, DG of CIRAD, one of the key
scientific Partners of CORAF/WECARD

tors on the research on strategies and policies for agricul-
tural growth in Africa.

ICRISAT :

CORAF/WECARD will coordinate, in collabora-
tion with ICRISAT, the implementation of a regio-
nal project on the promotion of millet and sorghum
(PROMISO) to be implemented in Burkina Faso, Ghana,
Mali, Niger, Benin, and Senegal with a budget worth euro
3.5 to 4.1 million. This project aims at strengthening the
capacities of farmers and researchers in West Africa to
jointly adapt the varieties of millet and sorghum as well
as innovations in agricultural production.

Bases-centres:

the recommendations made by the STC and the GB of
CORAF/WECARD to achieve excellence base-centers
and facilitate their role in strengthening NARS in speci-
fic research areas led to the institutional, technical and
scientific assessment of CARB