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His Excellency MAHAMAT IDRISS DEBY, President of the Transitional Military Council 
and President of the Republic of Chad; 
His Excellency PAHIMI PADACKE ALBERT, the Prime Minister of Republic of Chad; 
His Excellency MAHAMAT AHAMAT LAZINA, Minister of Fisheries Environment and 
Sustainable Development of DR Tchad; 
Her Excellency Mme KAMOUGUÉ NÉE DÉNÉ-ASSOUM, Minister for Agricultural 
Development; 
Distinguished Ministers and Members of Government present in the room; 
The Representative of the Chairperson of the Economic Community of Central African 
States (ECCAS); 
The Commissioner of Agriculture, Environment and Water Resources of ECOWAS; 
The Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the Forum for Agricultural Research in 
Africa (FARA); 
The President of the 13th General Assembly of CORAF, Dr. PACO SEREME; 
The Vice-President of the Board of Directors of CORAF, Mr Yassine Douadou; 
The Executive Director of CORAF, Dr. Abdou Tenkouano; 
Director Generals of National Agriculture Research Institutes; 
Heads of International Organization and NGOs; 
Leaders of Farmer organizations; 
Business Leaders; 
Distinguished guests, ladies, and gentlemen; 
 
 
 
Before I say anything, allow me to express our deepest gratitude to President 
MAHAMAT IDRISS DEBY for taking time off his busy schedule to be with us this 
morning. 
 
Could there be greater recognition of the role of science in our agriculture, economic 
growth, and sustainable development than this? So, with your permission, allow me to 
invite the scientific and development community in this room to rise in applause for this 
extraordinary gesture from the President of the Republic of Chad and his entire 
government. In my native Cape Verde, we simply say - obrigado 
 
This is scientific diplomacy at its best and confirms a leadership role that the Republic of 
Chad plays in advancing numerous development agendas in Africa and Beyond. Mr. 
President, the scientific community from West and Central Africa, are deeply 
appreciative of your support in advancing science and research in Central and West 
Africa. By accepting to host both the 31st Ordinary Session of the Board of Directors and 
the 13th General Assembly of CORAF here in N'Djamena, your government is 



demonstrating its commitment to advancing agriculture, sustainable, inclusive, and 
equitable development. 
 
Distinguished invitees, ladies, and gentlemen, 
 
Never before in our shared history have we experienced this unprecedented set of 
complex and inter-related challenges. Even before the COVID-19 pandemic, which has 
caused enormous stress on our economies, our region was already grabbling with major 
challenges such as climate change and insecurity. While some significant progress was 
made in the past decades in the development of our food systems, challenges remain 
such as high youth unemployment; poorly developed private sector and inefficiently 
organized regional trade; inadequate agricultural mechanization; lack of intellectual 
property rights management; rapid degradation of the natural resource base; weak 
competitiveness in the agriculture and livestock sectors; and weaknesses in agricultural 
policies. 
 
There are no magic or easy solutions to these challenges. No one is suggesting that it is 
easy. But we can solve these challenges as long as we are willing to work together. The 
solutions to these challenges lie in politics, governance, leadership, policy, and 
innovations. And I will talk about the last level, innovations, and science -- the reasons 
we are here this week. W.  
 
Few regions in the world have experienced the transformation of their agriculture 
economy without a commensurate investment in research and development. I will use a 
few examples to illustrate my point. Present-day Israel used to face immense challenges 
considering its geographical location. But by dint of technologies and innovations, Israel 
can grow enough food today at any time of the year to feed its population and even 
export some. India, China, and other emerging economies such as Brazil have 
leveraged science in similar ways to transform their agriculture sector. We can do it in 
the Sahel, Central, and West Africa. 
 
But doing so requires commensurate investments in research and development. Here is 
the bright spot that best illustrates that it is possible. Under the West Africa Agriculture 
Productivity Program in the past decade, we saw a remarkable level of technology 
generation, diffusion, and growth in our agriculture. Coordinated by CORAF, this 
program benefitted over 10 million people directly and more than 60 million indirectly. 
This is a model that can inspire us going forward. 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, distinguished guests, 
 
This week, we are gathered to take stock of what we were tasked to do since our last 
General Assembly in Dakar, Senegal, in 2018. But even more importantly, to review and 
adopt fit-for-purpose strategic plans that would allow our region to fully draw from the 
fruits of research and science to address emerging challenges to our agriculture. In 
addition to this, we shall be examining a new strategic plan to expand our footprint in 



Central Africa. However, let me be clear, this does not mean that CORAF is not in 
Central Africa. Many have erroneously misconstrued our current efforts to suggest we 
do not work in Central Africa. Right now, CORAF is working with the Chadian 
government to scale up climate-sensitive innovations under the ProPAD program. In 
addition, we have a long history of supporting the national agriculture systems of some 
Central Africa in technology generation, capacity building, and varietal development. 
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, distinguished guests, 
 
Let me conclude my remarks by showing our appreciation of the CORAF community to 
the consortium of partners who have stood close to CORAF for decades. Many thanks 
for your constant support. In the spirit of subsidiarity, I would like to urge us all to 
continue to work together to achieve our common goal to end hunger, achieve economic 
growth, spark prosperity, and lift our people out of poverty.  
 
I thank you for your kind attention. 
Dr Maria Angela P. Bareto Da Veiga MORENO 
 
 
 
 


