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NEWS RELEASES

Project to Enhance Climate Resilience in Mali
and West Africa to be Launched
A project to strengthen the resilience of communities in Mali and West Africa to the effects of
climate change will be launched in the conference room of the International Crops Research
Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) in Bamako on Monday, October 23, 2017.
The total cost of the project is USD 3,216,649. Funding is provided by the West and Central
Africa Council for Agriculture Research and Development (CORAF). Implementation will last
two years. Implementation partners include the World Agroforestry Center and other actors in
five West African countries.
"The Sahel region of West Africa is probably one of the most affected by the effects of climate
change in Africa. Building the resilience of communities requires both useful information and
taking it to scale," says Dr. Lamien Niéyidouba, Program Coordinator at CORAF.
Titled, "Capacitating Stakeholders in Using Climate Information for Enhanced Resilience
in the Agricultural Sector in West Africa (CaSCIERA-WA), this two-year intervention seeks
to improve the resilience of the crop, livestock, trees, food security, and nutrition system from
seasonal climate shocks.
Countries and communities targeted by the project face challenges associated with generating,
supplying and communicating climate information tailored to the needs of end users.
CaSCIERA-WA aims to fill this gap by providing relevant and accurate agro-hydro-climatic
information services to key players in the West African region.
A three-day workshop to build the capacities of the implementing partner's will follow the project
launch.
Participants will include core staff of CaSCIERA, implementing partners from national research
institutions in Benin, Guinee, Niger, Mali and Togo, meteorological services, and other international programs focused on climate and agricultural research.
"Taking regionally-adaptable solutions to scale is central to the delivery approach of CORAF
and its flagship program, the West Africa Agriculture Productivity Program (WAAPP). As the
largest sub-regional research organization, CORAF works with research players in West and
Central Africa to identify solutions to enable communities to adapt to the effects of climate
change while ensuring food security," says Dr. Lamien Niéyidouba.

Note to editors:
CORAF is Africa's largest sub-regional research organization. Established in 1987, CORAF now comprises 23 national
agricultural research systems in 23 West and Central Africa countries. In the past 30 years, CORAF has improved
agricultural production and increased the incomes of millions of entrepreneurs and farmers. In collaboration with major
players in the agric value chain, CORAF leads in up-scaling smart science, innovation, and technology solutions to
achieve agricultural transformation. Climate, gender, migration, nutrition, youths, monitoring, and evaluation, are central
to its delivery approach. Visit www.coraf.org for the latest information.
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