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HANDOVER CEREMONY AT CORAF/WECARD ES

Dr. Paco SEREME, the new 
acting Executive Director

The handover ceremony 
between Dr Harold ROY-
MACAULEY, outgoing 

Executive Director and Dr 
Paco SEREME, new Acting 
Executive Director, took place 
on the 3rd of March, 2015 at 
the Headquarters of CORAF/
WECARD in Dakar, Senegal. 
Present at the ceremony were 
dignitaries such as Gisèle  
Lopes D’ALMEIDA, President 
of INTERFACE network and 

Representative of the Chairman of 
the Governing Board.
In his speech, Dr Harold ROY-MA-
CAULEY paid tribute to his prede-
cessors. He also added that he, 
alongside the staff, had witnessed, 
a transformational period both at 
the institution and within the regio-
nal system of agricultural research. 

On behalf of the Governing Board of 
CORAF/WECARD, Ms. Gisèle Lo-
pès D’ALMEIDA, congratulated Dr. 

Harold ROY-MACAULEY on his 
new appointment. «At CORAF/
WECARD, we are proud to have 
given to Africa Rice its Director 
General. We are happy whene-
ver any of our colleagues climbs 
the ladder to reach the top», she 
said. Gisele Lopes D’ALMEIDA 
also thanked Dr Paco SEREME 
to have accepted to come back 
to ensure the smooth transition 
to the position of the Executive 
Director. 

The CORAF/WECARD Executive Secretariat has a new Acting Executive Director in 
the person of Dr. Paco SEREME. This transition was created by the recent appoint-
ment of  Dr. Harold ROY-MACAULEY to the position of Director General of AfricaRice.

Handover between Dr Harol ROY- MACAULEY (left) and Dr Paco SEREME (Right) in the presence of Mme Gisele Lopez 
D’Almeida, representative of the President of the Governing Board.
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Dr Paco SEREME chaired the 
institution for nine (09) years be-
fore handing over to Dr. Harold 
Roy-Macauley, in June 2012.

CORAF/WECARD in collabora-
tion with its partners including 
the African Forum for Agri-

cultural Advisory Services (AFAAS), 
the Global Forum for Rural Advisory 
Services (GFRAS) and the National 
Agency for Rural Development Sup-
port (ANADER) organized from 18 
to 20 February 2015, a workshop 
for the formalization of the West and 
Central Africa Network of Agricultural 
and Rural Advisory Services (RES-
CAR-AOC).
This workshop held in Abidjan (Côte 
d’Ivoire) aimed to provide the West 
and Central Africa Network of Agri-
cultural and Rural Advisory Services 
with institutional and operational 
tools to support actors in the transfor-
mation of rural agricultural and rural 
sector in WCA.
The implemented West and Central 
Africa Network of Agricultural and 

Workshop for the formalization of the West and Central Africa Network of Agricultu-
ral and Rural Advisory Services (RESCAR-AOC)

Agricultural sector transformation 
Rural Advisory Services aim to bet-
ter support rural actors in the trans-
formation of the agricultural and rural 
sector in WCA.
RESCAR-AOC wants to position 
itself alongside other institutions as 
an actor ensuring the effective mobi-
lization of the potential of Rural Advi-
sory Services (RAS) to accompany 
the transformation of agriculture in 
WCA.  Its intervention is centered on 
national and sub-regional demand, 
while adhering to the principle of sub-
sidiarity and taking into account the 
existing agricultural and rural deve-
lopment policy frameworks in Africa 
in general and particularly in WCA. 
The workshop was attended by 
almost 60 participants with different 
backgrounds coming from CORAF/
WECARD 23 Member states, re-
presentatives of RESCAR-AOC, 
representatives of existing fora and 

platforms like AFAAS, GFRAS, the 
West Africa network of producers 
professional organizations (ROPPA), 
the Central Africa Regional Platform 
of Producers Organizations of (PRO-
PAC); the sub-regional platform of ru-
ral development NGOs, the network 
of stakeholders of the private sector 
(Interface) ; sub-regional econo-
mic communities (RECs) including 
ECOWAS and ECCAS, Economic 
and Monetary Unions (CEMAC, 
UEMOA), Forum for Agricultural Re-
search in Africa (FARA), Alliance for 
a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA).

Dr Paco SEREME congratulated 
the outgoing Executive Director for 
his achievements and also stressed 
that his main responsibility is to re-

cruit a new E.D., as well as to mobi-
lize resources for the implementa-
tion of CORAF/WECARD second 
operational plan, 2014-2018.

Group Photo of the personnel at the Handover ceremony
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It specifically consisted of identi-
fied ways of thinking and strategic 
guidelines on systems and Inno-

vation Platforms (IPs) in West and 
Central Africa.
“CORAF/WECARD, through this 
conference, demonstrated once 
again its concern in the imple-
mentation of its mandate in the 
performance of the agricultural 
policy within the two regional eco-
nomic communities,” said Ms. 
Lopez Gisele d’Almeida, represen-
ting the President of the CORAF/
WECARD Governing Board. From 
presentations of researchers and 
different coordinators of innovation 
platforms, it appears that IAR4D 

International Conference on agricultural innovation systems in WCA

Experiences and 
approaches shared

approach can deliver the desired 
results, achieve positive impacts 
and changes in the value chain. 
CORAF / WECARD and its partners 
also reflected on the sustainability 
and institutionalization of innovation 
platform including strengthening the 
relationship with the private sector 
with regards to IAR4D. 

The partnership between CORAF/
WECARD - CSIRO established in 
2010, as part of the food security 
initiative in West and Central Africa, 
has enabled the creation of 60 mul-
ti-stakeholder innovation platforms 
in 10 countries in West and Central 
Africa.

The Executive Secretariat of CO-
RAF / WECARD will consider all the 
points discussed during this inter-
national conference and develop a 
strategy that will be anchored on the 
implementation of the second ope-
rational plan (2014-2018). 
The implementation of the Integrated 
Agricultural Research for Develop-
ment (IAR4D) encourages interac-
tion and knowledge sharing between 
multi-stakeholder innovation plat-
forms (IP) including the actors and/
or employees of various socio -eco-
nomic strata and the institutions that 
govern their operation for a better 
dissemination of agricultural techno-
logies in West and Central Africa.

Wrap-up for the International Conference on agricultural innovation systems in West and 
Central Africa (WCA), held from 25 to 27 February in Saly - Senegal. Organized by CORAF/
WECARD in partnership with the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organi-
zation (CSIRO) and the Convergence of Sciences Strengthening Innovation Systems (COS- 
SIS), the conference was an opportunity for CORAF/WECARD to present the achievements 
and challenges in the implementation of the Integrated Agricultural Research for Develop-
ment (IAR4D) approach.

Group Photo of the participants at the International Conference on Agricultural Innovations Systems – Saly Portudal
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Scientific cooperation:

 

CORAF and ICRISAT updated their 
partnership agreement

CORAF/WECARD honored its 
female staff

CORAF/WECARD and the 
International Crops Research 
Institute for the Semi- Arid 

-Tropics (ICRISAT ) signed a par-
tnership agreement to facilitate 
scientific exchange and join forces 
for agricultural development in West 
and Central Africa on December 1, 
2008 in Maputo, Mozambique.
After more than six years, the two ins-
titutions evaluated their partnership 
and decided to renew certain points 
of its contents to reflect the evolution 
of the scientific environment in Africa 
and in the world.
The updated agreement was signed 
on February 27, 2015 in Saly, Sene-
gal by Dr Harold ROY- MACAULEY 
Executive Director of CORAF / WE-
CARD and Dr. David BERVINSON, 
Director General of ICRISAT. They 
were assisted by Dr Abubakar Njoya 
and Ramadjita TABO respectively 
Director of Research and Innovation 
for CORAF / WECARD and Regio-
nal Director for West and Central 
Africa for ICRISAT.

Over 20 women  received spe-
cial gifts. An opportunity for 
CORAF/WECARD to cele-

brate acts of courage and determi-
nation made by ordinary women 
who have played extraordinary roles 
in the institution. 
For the outgoing Executive Direc-
tor of CORAF/WECARD, Dr Harold 
Roy-Macauley, “it is a global day 
worth celebrating. It emphasizes the 
economic, political and social achie-
vements of women from the past to 
the future. This day also celebrates 

It was during the International Confe-
rence on agricultural innovation 
systems organized by CORAF/WE-
CARD from 25 to 27 February 2015.
The new agreement is to facilitate 
a long-term partnership between 
CORAF/WECARD and ICRISAT 

women’s achievements and reminds 
us all of the inequalities that still 
needs to be straightened”.
Dr Harold Roy-Macauley also in-
vite all of the men from CORAF/
WECARD to dwell on theme cho-
sen by the United Nations this year 
- Empowering Women, Empowering 
Humanity: Picture it !
Furthermore, the outgoing Executive 
Director of CORAF/WECARD ac-
knowledges in his speech the work 
that has been done by Mariame Mai-
ga, the Gender Specialist at CORAF/

WECARD. “She has contributed 
immensely to the improvement of 
our first gender policy. She has also 
helped us in putting into practice the 
strategic trajectory developed at the 
CORAF/WECARD which has led to 
the success stories that reflects the 
theme of the day for 2015” he said.
With regard to the key role of women 
in agriculture and food security, and 
for consolidating its contribution to 
food sovereignty in West and Cen-
tral Africa, CORAF/WECARD com-
mitted for a gender mainstreaming 

ECHO FROM HEADQUARTERS

in order to promote and facilitate 
collaboration based on similar and 
complementary interests , ability and 
willingness to work together to im-
prove the welfare of the small-holder 
farmers in semi -arid tropics in West 
and Central Africa.

Signature of the updated convention between the General Director of ICRISAT, 
David BERGVINSON (left) and the Executive Director of CW 

Harold ROY MACAULEY (Right). 
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in programmes, procedures and 
management. This led to the elabo-
ration of a gender policy and stra-
tegy that aims to ensure equitable 
access to agricultural research and 
development resources, opportuni-
ties and benefits for women and wo-
men, vulnerable groups in particular 
in West and Central Africa. 
So far, the gender unit of CORAF/
WECARD has sensitized 630 people 
on average on gender mainstrea-
ming in AR&D projects, and gender 

tools have been provided to them. 
19 Women and 10 men (WAAPP 
coordinators and WAAPP Gender 
Focal Points) got access to training 
and tools for gender mainstreaming 
in WAAPP activities.
Specific activities to improve the ac-
cess of women to AR&D resources, 
opportunities and benefits have 
been developed in Sierra Leone, 
Guinea, Burkina, Niger, Senegal, 
Cote d’Ivoire and Mali.

ECHO FROM HEADQUARTERS

The outgoing Executive Director, Dr Harold ROY MACAULEY addressing the female staff of CORAF/WECARD

Group Photo of the Executive Secretariat during the International Women’s Day
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Cashew Value Chain:

Livestock-Meat Value chain: 

Experts launch a new project to build the 
capacity of the cashew Value Chain Actors in WA

A CORAF/WECARD support 
mission for SIMPROMEAT 
project in Burkina Faso

Experts from Benin, Burkina 
Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, Senegal 
and Ghana are participating 

to a four days workshop in Bouaké 
(Côte d’Ivoire). The program which 
started on Tuesday 27 January aims 
to build the capacity of the cashew 
value chain actors in West Africa.
The workshop objective is to de-
sign a participatory plan for a better 
understanding of the output of the 
project that is dedicated to boost the 
development of the cashew industry 
in West Africa.
Supported by the West and Central 
African Council for agricultural re-
search and development (CORAF/
WECARD), the project facilitates the 
organization of the actors of the sec-
tor, to improve the CORAF quality 
of the cashew nuts and support wo-
men working in the sector, stressed 
the WECARD program manager for 
non-staple crops at WECARD.
“We value the impact that it could 
has on the cashew industry in West 
Africa” said M. N’doye, while ex-
pressing the willing of the CORAF/
WECARD to contribute to the suc-
cess of the project.
M. Malamine Sanogo, the general 
director of the Cotton and Cashew 
Council has appreciated the work 
of the new consultation framework 
in order to create a synergy of ac-
tions and to allow experience sha-
ring among the actors from different 
countries. The framework will be 
responsible to brand the local nuts.
He has stressed that, as part of 
that project supporting research on 
agriculture in the country members, 
Côte d’Ivoire will receive financial 
support to develop a high-yielding 
cashew varieties and to manufac-
ture adapted equipment for the 
cashew nut processing.
Ms. Loboué Michelle Hortense 
Amani commended the success of 
the ambitious project that will foster 

As part of the project on 
Sustainable improvement 
of the productivity of meat 

value chain for food security in 
West Africa «SIMPROMEAT», a 
delegation of CORAF/WECARD 
has conducted a support mission 
in Burkina Faso, from18 to 19 
December 2014. This mission led 
by Dr. Hamadeh KAGONE, Lives-

the south-south cooperation and 
enable the cashew industry to be 
more competitive.
CORAF/WECARD is one of the four 
sub-regional organizations of the 
Forum for Agricultural Research in 

Africa (FARA). Gathering 23 Natio-
nal Agricultural Research Systems 
(NARS) in West and central Africa, 
the organization coordinates and 
facilitates the research activities on 
specific agricultural policies.

tock, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Programme Manager at CORAF / 
WECARD took place three months 
after the provision of 20 million CFA 
francs for the implementation of 
project activities or about 5% of the 
total amount of funding.
The delegation visits various pro-
ject sites namely the Municipality 

A new strategy to boost the development of the cashew nut sector in WCA
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of Thiou (northern region) and the 
Municipality of Koupèla (center-
east). In these areas, two (02) 
Innovation Platforms have been 
established including that of Thiou, 
with the support of the Association 
for the Promotion of Livestock in 
the Sahel and Savannah (APESS), 
whose entry point a cattle fattening 
and the one in KOUPELA instal-
led with the support of WAAPP / 
WAAPP with the promotion of local 
dried meat «kilichi» as entry point.
This mission, which aims to improve 
the performance of the project has 
identified several factors affecting 
the proper implementation of the 
Work Plan and Annual Budget 
(AWPB) including the low capacity 
of the project team in value chain 
analysis and facilitation of multi-
stakeholder innovation platform. 
The CORAF / WECARD support 
mission recommended that project 
stakeholders a stronger coordina-
tion between the Institute of Envi-
ronment and Agricultural Research 

(INERA) and Institute of Research 
in applied sciences and technology 
(IRSAT) for a better identification of 
anchor points and the added value 
of innovation platforms. The actors 
were asked to establish a good 
synergy of actions between the 
activities of SIMPROMEAT project 
and those of the “Kilichi” platform 
implemented by WAAPP / WAAPP 
in Koupéla.
SIMPROMEAT project is imple-
mented by the Institute of Environ-
ment and Agricultural Research 
(INERA) based in Burkina Faso in 
collaboration with academic and 
research centers including the 
Faculty of Agricultural Sciences, 
University of Abomey-Calavi (Be-
nin), the National Animal Produc-
tion Research Institute (NAPRI) of 
Nigeria and the National Institute 
for Agricultural Research of Niger 
(INRAN) Niger.
This project aims to increase the 
durability, productivity and compe-
titiveness of the meat value chain 

in West Africa through improved 
access to pastoral resources to 
reduce the vulnerability of animals, 
promoting optimized rations for 
animals fattening and the improve-
ment of traditional meat processing 
and marketing.
The support of USAID to CORAF/
WECARD through Feed the Future 
initiative (FtF) meets the objectives 
of the Pillar IV of Comprehensive 
African Agricultural Development 
Programme (CAADP). The overall 
objective of FtF Program is to in-
crease food security in West Africa 
through sustainable improvement 
in productivity and competitive-
ness of cereals value chains (rice, 
sorghum, maize) and the livestock 
value chain (cattle meat and milk). 
Based on these goals, six (6) com-
missioned projects have been de-
veloped including two (2) projects 
dealing with livestock-meat value 
chain (SIMPROMEAT) and milk 
(IMPROMILK

Livestock-meat value chain to increase the agricultural productivity in West Africa
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Supervision

7th Government / World Bank supervising 
Mission of WAAPP-Niger

A Government / World Bank 
supervising mission visited 
Niger from 10 to 15 Novem-

ber 2014 in the framework of the 
implementation of the activities of 
the West Africa Agricultural Produc-
tivity Program in (WAAPP/WAAPP). 
This 7th mission aim to evaluate 
the status of implementation of the 
project components with a focus on 
the establishment of the National 
Centre of Specialization on Lives-
tock. The mission that was attended 
by Dr. Hamadeh KAGONE, Lives-
tock, Fisheries and Aquaculture 
Programme Manager at CORAF / 
WECARD was globally satisfying. 
The supervising mission has noted 
an overall improvement toward 
achieving of development objective 
(ODP). 141,891 beneficiaries are 
reached (including 47,260 women 
34%) on a forecast of 150,000, 
which represents a completion rate 
of 95%. Local breeders demons-
trated a real interest for the project. 
Indeed, three (03) generated tech-
nologies grinder prototype that yield 
over 40% more compared to exis-
ting varieties and two (02) technolo-

gies on livestock feed rations. These 
technologies have been made avai-
lable to 105,717 producers which re-
present a completion rate of 117%.
335,841 hectares (ha) are covered 
by the new technologies on a fore-
cast of 220,000 ha, which represent 
a completion rate of 153%, of which 
20 122 ha are sown with dual-use 
varieties (feed and seed) of sor-
ghum and cowpea and 11,000 tons 
of fodder products.
In the context of regional inte-
gration and the technology mar-
ket, WAAPP-Niger disseminated 
Azawak and Goudali zebu in Ivory 
Coast, Burkina Faso, and Multi-nu-
trient Densified Blocks in Benin and 
Mauritania. WAAPP Niger has also 
introduced the Gambiaka rice of 
Mali which was distributed to 10,000 
rice farmers and bought 2 million 
doses of avian thermostable I2 vac-
cine from Ghana. This vaccine is 
currently being disseminated.
The National Centre of specializa-
tion on Livestock that is hosted by 
Niger also made encouraging pro-
gress. Two training sessions were 
organized on writing research pro-

jects and research data analysis 
methods with the software Minitab 
in partnership with the University of 
Abomey in Benin. For the academic 
year 2014-2015, 31 Master scho-
larship and 39 PhD scholarships 
have been allocated; a Master in 
Animal Production is being opened 
at the Faculty of Agronomy of Nia-
mey in partnership with the Univer-
sity of Montpellier and CIRAD. 8 
Students have defended their mas-
ter’s thesis and currently working 
with implementing agencies of the 
National Centre of Specialization on 
Livestock.
Furthermore, six (06) commissioned 
projects on livestock and poultry 
rations, processing dried meat «ki-
lichi», the characterization of animal 
breeds (Kouri, M’Bororo), the trans-
fer and adaptation of I2 vaccine are 
in progress. The National Centre 
of specialization on Livestock has 
launched a call for commissioned 
projects to select a dozen projects 
for the amount of 50 million each for 
the remaining time of the project.

Animal breeding at the center of WAAPP activities in Niger
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In a concerted effort to revive agri-
cultural activity and avoid hunger 
in countries affected by the Ebola 

virus, the development partners led 
by the World Bank Group convened 
a contingency funding of $ 15 million 
to provide more than 200,000 far-
mers in Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone a record volume of 8 500 
tons of maize and rice seeds and for 
the upcoming agricultural campaign 
in April, 2015.
More than one million people could 
indeed go hungry for lack of safe ac-
cess to food and emergency mea-
sures to ensure the plant and animal 
production.

The resources provided as a gift by 
the International Development As-
sociation (IDA) and the Trust Fund 
for the recovery and reconstruc-
tion of countries affected by Ebola, 
regarding the World Bank will also 
be used to buy fertilizer to multiply 
seeds.
According to estimates recently 
published by FAO and the World 
Food Programme, 230,000 people 
are facing food insecurity in Guinea, 
a number that could rise to 470,000 
by March 2015. In Liberia, 170,000 
people concerned and, without 
intervention, the number of hungry 
people could exceed 300 000. The 
start of the epidemic coincided with 
periods of cultivation and harves-
ting, and the rural exodus has led to 
a serious labor shortage agricultural 
labor. In Sierra Leone, more than 
120 000 people live in food insecu-
rity, and that number could exceed 
280 000. Kailahun, one of the epi-
centers of the epidemic is the most 
fertile area of the country in term 

of food. Agriculture is an important 
social activity and traffic restrictions 
have severely affected the ability of 
farmers to harvest their products put 
on the market, prepare the fields for 
planting and ensure a continuous 
supply of seeds for the next plan-
ting season. Reports indicate that 
farm families have had to consume 
at bay seeds initially retained for the 
next crop year.

This unprecedented support of the 
World Bank Group and its partners 
are part of one of its regional pro-
grams, the West Africa Agricultural 
Productivity Programme (WAAPP), 
covering 13 countries West Africa 
including the three affected by Ebo-
la. With the support of this program, 
country teams were deployed in 
order to identify seed suppliers in 
neighboring countries.
The actions carried out in prepa-
ration for the planting season are: 
development of procurement plans 
from eight countries, needs assess-
ment, sourcing, collaboration with 
AfricaRice (a CGIAR center) for mul-
tiplication of parental rice seeds and 
organizing the distribution of seeds 
and fertilizers to farmers on time.
To ensure the free movement of 
seed trucks, routes were planned 
in advance and ECOWAS autho-
rized border customs services 
and control passing said smoothly 
trucks. The movement of trucks will 
be monitored in real time using an 
instant messaging system (SMS), 
particularly at border crossings. All 
these actions are coordinated at the 
regional level by CORAF/WECARD 
regional implementing agency of 
WAAPP.

The World Bank Group has mobi-
lized about a billion dollars for 
the benefit of the most affected 
countries by the Ebola crisis. This in-
cludes an allocation of $ 518 million 
granted by the IDA - the window of 
the World Bank Group for the poo-
rest countries - in order to provide 
the necessary care and treatment, 
contain and prevent the spread of 
infections, to support people facing 
the economic impact of the crisis 
and improve public health systems, 
and funding of at least $ 450 million 
from IFC - a member of the World 
Bank Group - to support trade, in-
vestment and employment.

Development partners headed by the World Bank are working hard to revive agriculture 
and put more than a million people against hunger in countries affected by Ebola. The 
program is for a record volume of 8 500 tons of seeds to be distributed for the agricultural 
campaign of April 2015.

Food security

8 500 tons of rice and maize to countries 
affected by Ebola
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AFRICAINTERACT

Launching in Nairobi

the last session of the Advisory Board 
was held in Nairobi

Synthesis of findings and Assessment of gaps 
in research and policy: Urban Areas, Agriculture 
and Health ‘’

The advisory board of AfricaIn-
teract Project held its last 
regular session on March 13, 

2015 in Nairobi at the end of the in-
ternational conference that brought 
together all stakeholders and par-
tners.
Orientation member of the Conti-
nental AfricaInteract project, the 
Advisory Board consists of 7 mem-
bers and 5 observers reviewed the 
results of the project, which ends 
after 4 years of implementation.
The advisory board presided by the 

On the 10 March 2014, CORAF 
/ WECARD officially launched 
the synthesis of reports on 

adaptation on climate change in Afri-
ca. The synthesis contains findings 
and Assessment of gaps in research 
and policy: Urban Areas, Agriculture 
and Health ‘’.The synthesis was 
launched by, Ms. Cicily Karioki per-
manent Secretary of the Minister of 
Agriculture in the presence of the 
acting Executive Director of CORAF/
WECARD, Dr Paco Sereme during 
the Opening Ceremony of the conti-
nental conference on climate that is 
holding from 10 to 12 March 2015 in 
Nairobi Kenya.

The AfricaInteract Continental Confe-
rence is attended by more than 250 
delegates who include senior officials 
of national governments, representa-
tives of regional economic organiza-
tions, researchers, development par-
tners, network partners, and country 
nodes representing farmers’ organi-

Executive Director of FARA com-
mended the work done by the Re-
gional Coordinator Dr Abdulai Jal-
loh, Programme Manager of Natural 
Resources Management of CORAF/
WECARD and regional focal points.
The general and specific objectives 
of the project and the achievements 
were presented by the Regional 
Coordinator.
The project helped to facilitate inte-
raction between researchers and 
African policy makers on issues 
of climate change adaptation; 

zations, agri-business, development 
partner agencies and parliamentaria
ns.                            

The launching of this synthesis 
report stems from the partnership 
between CORAF / WECARD and 
three other regional organizations 
namely ASARECA (East Africa), The 
COMIFAC (Central Africa) and FAN-
RPAN (South Africa) as partners in 
AfricaInteract project, funded by the 
International Centre for Research 
and Development (IDRC) with the 
support of FARA.

Three distinct themes - Urban areas, 
Agriculture and Health - are covered 
in the four regions of Africa; Wes-
tern, Central, South and East Africa. 
Research results in these different 
regions show a growing knowledge 
base designated to adaptation to 
climate change as well as strengthe-
ning research capacity on adaptation 
in the fields mentioned above. This 

knowledge has been identified and 
made available in multiple formats 
to sensitize all stakeholders and 
partners on the threats of climate 
change and especially on the solu-
tions to adapt to climate change.
Dr. Yemi Akinbamijo, Executive 
Director of FARA is committed to 
capitalizing on the results of the Afri-
caInteract project through the activi-
ties of the new continental project on 
climate-smart agriculture funded by 
Norway for two years.

helped to establish the following four 
recommendations namely; the need 
to better understand the adaptation 
actions and their results, the need 
to address gaps in policies and in-
crease the adhesion of policies, the 
need to make better use of data from 
this research and finally, the need to 
respond to gender-related concerns.
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CORAF / WECARD participa-
ted from 2 to 5 March 2015 in 
Nairobi, Kenya to the official 

launching of the Pan-African project 
on Fishing named «Fish Trade for a 
Better Future». The project aims to 
strengthen value chains and, with 
a focus on sustainability, give bet-
ter access to intra-regional markets 
and subsequently improve food and 
nutritional security and income in 
sub-Saharan Africa.
‘Fish Trade for a Better Future’, is a 
European Commission funded pro-
ject implemented by WorldFish, the 
New Partnership for Africa’s Deve-
lopment (NEPAD) and the African 
Union Inter-African Bureau for Ani-
mal Resources (AU-IBAR).
Domestic and intra-regional trade of 
fish (both marine and inland waters) 
is important with great potential for 
enhancing regional integration and 
food and nutrition security. Howe-
ver many AU Member States still 
face several constraints in impro-
ving their fish trade and marketing 
sector. This project will enable ali-
gnment of policies at the continental 

Fishing Resources

Pan-Africa Project to Focus on Potential of Fish 
Trade for Increased Nutrition and Income

level and open-up fish trade that we 
believe will have a strong effect on 
the alleviation of poverty in some of 
our poorest regions.
From a presentation entitled «Situa-
tion of trade, food security and ca-
pacity development along corridors» 
research and development priorities 
have been identified in terms of 
improved productivity, added value, 
capacity building on norms and 
standards, elimination of non-tariff 
trade barriers and the development 
of value chains.
CORAF/WECARD in its intervention 
has been focused on West African 
Agricultural Productivity Program 
(WAAPP) and National Centers of 
Specialization (NCoS) in aquacul-
ture, other regional initiatives for 
research and development of aqua-
culture and methodological tools 
(innovation platform, value chain 
approach) that could be used in the 
implementation of Fish Trade.
The experiences of the sub-regional 
organizations (CORAF and ASARE-
CA) in research and development 

on fisheries and aquaculture, parti-
cularly on trade and policy analysis, 
as well as opportunities for collabo-
ration with WorldFish in the imple-
mentation of the Fish Trade project, 
were also shared.
Africa may be endowed with plenti-
ful fish resources in oceans, rivers, 
lakes, floodplains and fish farms. 
These resources are used to gene-
rate a wide range of benefits, inclu-
ding food security and nutrition, live-
lihoods, exports and biodiversity.
In 2010, Africa produced a total 
volume of 9.9 million tons of fish, of 
which 2.7 million tons (equal to one 
third -1/3) were from inland fishe-
ries, 1.49 million tons from aquacul-
ture and the rest comes from marine 
capture fisheries (FAO 2014). In 
2011, the value added by the fishe-
ries sector as a whole in 2011 was 
estimated at more than US$24 bil-
lion which represents 1.26% of the 
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of 
all African countries and aquaculture 
accounted for an estimated value of 
almost US$3 billion per year.

Fish Trade for a better future, a project welcomed by stakeholders in the fishery sector



CORAFECHO / MARCH 2015

12 ECHO IN BRIEF
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 2015

CORAF/WECARD
honored its female staff

Monthly Bulletin of the 
West and Central African 
Council for Agricultural 

Research and Development

Director of publication
Dr Alioune FALL

Director of Edition
Dr Paco SEREME

Editor-in-Chief
Dr Anatole Yékéminan KONE

Editing and Reading 
Committee 

Département Info/Com
Lola AKOMATSRI

Dr Anatole Yékéminan KONE

Layout
Alassane DIA

On line publication
Gorgui Alioune Mbow

Participation of 
Dr M. D. Faye,

Programme Manager
Policy, Markets and trade

Dr H. Kagoné,
Programme Manager

LFA

Pr A. Sangaré,
Programme Manager

Biotechnology & Biosafety

Julienne Kuiseu,
Programmes Assistant

A French version 
is available

Coraf/Wecard, 
BP 48 Dakar RP

CP 18523, Sénégal
Tél. : (221) 33 869 96 18
Fax : (221) 33 869 96 31
paco.sereme@coraf.org
anatole.kone@coraf.org
Internet : www.coraf.org


