
 

The 4th edition of the 
Agriculture Science Week 
of West and Central Africa 
opened in Niamey

 
The 4th edition of the Agriculture Science Week 
of West Africa and Central was opened in 
Niamey on Monday, June 16, 2014 at the “Palais 
des Congrès”. The opening ceremony was 
chaired by the Minister of State, in-charge of 
Agriculture of Niger Mr. Abdou Labor who 
occupies the post of Interim Prime Minister and 
his Senegalese counterpart Mr. Papa Abdoulaye 
Seck, Minister of Agriculture and Rural 
Equipment in the presence of Mr. Ibet Othman 
Issa, Chairman of the Board of Directors of 
CORAF/WECARD and Alain Sy Traoré, 
ECOWAS Representative, on behalf of Regional 
Economic Communities. 

In his speech Mr. Labo appreciated the choice of 
Niamey to host the festivities under the theme 
Innovations in agro-sylvo-pastoral systems to 
feed West and Central Africa. “On behalf of the 
President of the Republic, His Excellency Mr. 
Mahamadou Issoufou, the government and the 
people of Nigeria, I wish you a warm welcome 
in Niger. We thank CORAF/WECARD for the 
choice of Niger to host the event. The theme of 
the Science Week is not accidental because in 
Niger since the election in April 2011 of Mr 
Issoufou Mahamadou, the 3N initiative was 

launched to ensure food self-sufficiency in 
Niger. With the challenges facing agriculture in 
West and Central Africa, it is vital to strengthen 
the resilience of agro silvo-pastoral systems, 
"said the Minister of State in his speech. 

Introducing the theme of the 4th edition of the 
Agriculture Science Week, Dr Papa Abdoulaye 
Seck noted that innovation systems to improve 
African agriculture are possible with a change in 
attitudes and behaviors. "The best policy is the 
one whose paternity is claimed by beneficiaries 
and stakeholders." According to him, the policy 
is to be revisited and should opt for participatory 
approaches, interactive, systemic and obviously 
on effectiveness and efficiency of public 
investment. 

Dr. Ibet Othman Issa, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors of CORAF/WECARD thanked the 
Nigerien authorities for the warm welcome of 
CORAF/WECARD and its guests. "I am 
pleased to speak to this august assembly to 
present our deep gratitude to the Head of State 
and to the Government and the people of Niger. 
Please, receive, on behalf of the delegates from 
the 22 National Agricultural Research Systems 
(NARS) and 14 members of the Board of 
Directors the infinite gratitude of 
CORAF/WECARD”, he said. 

Representatives of producers’ organizations, 
national agricultural research institutions, non-
governmental organizations (NGOs), 
universities, Private Sector, development 
partners and the Scientific and Technical 
Partners, Producers and Researchers participated 
in the opening ceremony. 

Before Niamey, three Agriculture Science Weeks 
were held in 2008, 2010 and 2012, respectively, 
in Yaoundé, Cameroon, Cotonou in Benin and 
N'Djamena in Chad. 



SIDE EVENTS 
CILSS/AGRHYMET 

Discussing the adaptation 
to climate change   

 
After the opening ceremony of the 4th 
Agricultural Science and the 11th General 
Assembly of CORAF/WECARD, the 
experience of the permanent Interstate 
Committee for Drought Control in the Sahel 
(CILSS) in supporting countries in the 
implementation of priority actions to adapt to 
climate change has been at the center of a side 
event chaired by Dr Djimé Adoum, CILSS 
Executive Secretary and former Minister of 
Agriculture in Chad. "Together, we can adapt to 
climate change. Africa is capable of creating 
50,000 green jobs to counter the effects of 
climate change, "he said. 

According to Dr. Benoit Sarr, rapid change 
strongly threatens the resilience of agricultural 
systems and their productivity. The various 
stakeholders in this event explained the 
implications for adaptation and agricultural 
planning related with the vulnerability of 
agriculture to climate variability and change. 

Permanent Interstate Committee for the 
Drought Control in the Sahel (CILSS) overall 
objective is to invest in research for food 
security and fight against the effects of drought 
and desertification for a new ecological balance 
in the Sahel. The AGRHYMET Regional 
Centres mandate is to inform and train on food 
security, fight against desertification and water 
management in the Sahel and West Africa.                                                                                                           

AFRICARICE                  

The contribution of 
research to “Offensive 
Riz” examined 

On the sidelines of the 4th Agricultural Science 
Week and the 11th General Assembly of 
CORAF/WECARD, AFRICARICE organized a 
side event on "Contribution of Rice Research in 
Regional Initiative on Rice (Offensive Riz)" . 
The side event aims to demonstrate the 
contribution of research to the success of the 
Regional Initiative on rice. It examines the 
contribution of the different poles of rice 
development to the success of the Regional 
Initiative on rice and capacity building of 
stakeholders at national and regional levels. Dr 
Yamar MBodj, Director of Rural Hub and Dr 
Mandiaye Diagne of AfricaRice made 
presentations on the main side event theme. 

 

Dr Alain Sy Traoré, Director of Agriculture of 
ECOWAS has made introductory remarks 
marked by three key points: the 15 countries of 
the ECOWAS region chose rice as a strategic 
sub-sector which is in line with the Regional 
Program on Agricultural Investment and 
ECOWAP. He also stressed the need to build 
national reserves against food insecurity in the 
sub region to compensate for shortages and 
damage during critical periods with emphasis on 
rice. Dr Traore noted that AfricaRice is a 
technical resource center on all aspects of rice 
production in the sub-region. 
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