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1. Background and context: By adopting the improved yam mini-sett technology, only 5 - 10% of yam 
harvested will be required to produce seed yam compared to 30-50% normally used; thus leaving most of 
the harvest to be used for food in achieving food security in the rural communities. Additionally, 
production is enhanced by over 30% through the use of healthy mother yam often coming from sanitized 
sources. Extra production sold, can generate significant incomes to reduce poverty among yam producing 
farm families. Despite these advantages, the yam mini-sett technology had not been adequately promoted 
in spite of some successes in Nigeria and to a limited extent in Togo. In recent times, IITA has succeeded 
in even using aerial bulbs and vines to produce seed yam to reduce the over-dependency on ware yam for 
seed. Additionally the National Root Crops Research Institute in Nigeria has found a way of varying 
minisett sizes to produce the desirable sizes of ware yam targeted at various markets. These recent 
developments have rekindled interest in the technology. By stepping up promotion and entrepreneurship 
development, yam tubers can be more available to address food insecurity problems in the sub-region.  
 
This call seeks to demonstrate use of the yam minisett technology to a wider community of yam 
producers; to reduce the excessive use of ware yam for seed; to develop entrepreneurship in seed yam 
production and marketing and to mobilize the strengths, expertise and resources for yam minisett 
technology promotion through effective partnership arrangements. The yam minisett project is being 
implemented under the Global Food Security Response initiative which seeks to promote 
improved technologies to address the current food crises being experienced in West and Central 
Africa. The initiative spans over a period of 24 months (June 2009 to June 2011).    
 
2. Specific objectives: To promote seed yam supply through the yam minisett technology to 
increase yam production in Ghana, Togo, Benin and Nigeria 
 
Terms for the consultancy 
 

1. To consult key partners (input enterprises, quality control and certification agencies, yam 
producer groups, CBOs, yam production, NGOs, CG centres, NARS, Extension) in Ghana, Togo, 
Benin and Nigeria to collect and analyze information on the current yam seed supply systems 
(providing statistics on the various systems of seed yam supply and acquisition, advantages and 
disadvantages)  
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2. To examine the current policies on the promoting of yam seeds, the role of other projects in 
promoting yam seed and suggest possible synergistic relationship between these projects and the 
yam minisett project and ways of improving policies on yam seed supply. 
 

3. To identify constraints in the promotion of the yam minisett technology and opportunities for 
promoting the technology 
 

4. To ascertain the present socio-economic status (food secure families, income status, access to 
credit, markets, pricing of ware and seed yam, demography, etc.) of the target yam producing 
communities in the four countries. 
 

5. To identify opportunities (technological, markets, seed entrepreneurs, quality control and 
certification), which exist in the promotion of the yam minisett technology and propose effective 
partnership mechanism for promotion of the yam minisett technology in the four countries 

 
6. To establish potential socio-economic advantages of the yam minisett technology at the farmers 

and seed entrepreneurs’ levels in the four countries. 
 

7. To propose strategic options (technological, approaches, partnerships and socio-economic 
considerations) for achieving accelerated adoption of the yam minisett technology  
 

8. To prepare a detailed report addressing the terms given above 
 

 
Duration of the Mission 
 
CORAF/WECARD expects that the mission should cover 30 working days to be completed by 30 
November, 2009 with Consultant’s contracted and paid for.  
 
Final Report 
 
The Consultants are expected to submit a draft report to the CORAF/WECARD Secretariat 10 days after 
field visits and the final report, 7 days after the validation workshop.  
 
7. Methodology  
 
Prior to departure, the consultant will provide and discuss with CORAF/WECARD a draft methodology 
he/she plans to adopt in the study, including any questionnaires he/she plans to use. The Consultant will 
travel to selected countries, communities, organizations and institutions, where yam is the main focus as 
source of food and income.  
 
He will be expected to contact key target groups, projects, enterprises engaged yam production and 
marketing, seed multiplication and marketing, as well as FBOs, CBOs, NGOs, etc. He will contact 
national and international research organizations (NARS, IITA) ministries of agriculture, yam projects to 
acquire information on statistics on yam, opportunities, including areas of collaboration and recent 
technologies available for transfer.  
 
He is expected to use relevant documents and information from CORAF/WECARD, partners and other 
sources, as well as his/her experience, contacts, networking skills, email, telephone communications and 
the internet as supplementary means of collecting and collating the requisite information.  



 
8. Honorarium 
 
In conformity with CORAF/WECARD policy on remunerations for services rendered, the consultant will 
be paid an honorarium commensurate with his/her experience. The present assignment will be 30 
Consultant-days payable honorarium. Modalities for disbursement of the funds will be specified in the 
service contract to be signed between the consultant and CORAF/WECARD. 
 
9. Expertise required 
 
The Consultant should have the following qualifications and expertise: 
 
(i) A Ph.D. or M.Sc. holder in Agricultural Economics (yam-based systems biased)  with at least 10 

years experience in Agricultural Research, Development and Management at both the 
international and national levels 

(ii)  A proof of knowledge and operations of the agricultural system in WCA, including the NARS, 
CG centres, networks, program, project coordination and on-farm research. 

(iii)  Proven tracked record of having worked with Agricultural Development Initiatives at national 
and international levels in West and Central Africa 

(iv) Strong professional experience in analysis and identification of agri-input sub-sector, with 
particular reference to vegetative planting material 

(v) Fluency in both English and French is an advantage 
(vi) Equal opportunity in gender considerations 

 
 
10. Work-plan and Timetable 
 
The consultant will have a total duration of 30 working days and will be expected to propose a work-plan 
and timetable for the exercise to be validated at the level of the Secretariat. Period of consultancy is 
between 20th October 2009 and20th November 2009.    
 
11. Mode of Application 
  
The dossier required from the prospective candidates includes the following: 

1. An application letter;  
2. A detailed curriculum vitae containing the complete names of candidate, complete addresses 

(postal, email, phone and fax); and the names and complete contact details of at least three of 
your referees. 

 
Modalities 
3. The dossier should be addressed to Director of Programs, CORAF/WECARD, Executive 

Secretariat, N° 7 Avenue Bourguiba, BP 48 Dakar-RP, Senegal. 
4. E-mail: secoraf@coraf.org 
5. Application dossiers should reach the Secretariat not later than 15th Dec., 2007.  
6. Only selected applicants will be contacted.  

 
 


