Vacancy Announcement
Centre Africain de Recherches sur Bananiers et Plantains

Scientific Coordinator

| - Context

The Centre Africain de Recherches sur Bananiers et Plantains (CARBAP) was created following
an intergovernmental agreement between six Central African States. CARBAP is a Base-centre
for the West and Central African Council for Agricultural Research and Development
(CORAF/WECARD).

CARBAP mission is to undertake research of relevance to countries of the sub-region and
develop innovations for sustainable production, marketing, processing and use of bananas and
plantains in West and Central Africa. Members of the CARBAP Board of directors include
representatives of governments and organizations in West and Central Africa, research
institutes, Non governmental Organisations (NGOs), and Development organisations.

Having its headquarters in the small town of Njombé situated 70 km from Douala (while going to
Nkongsamba), CARBAP activities cover three major areas: i) developing research of regional
interest to improve production systems, marketing and processing of bananas and plantains; ii)
reinforcing NARS’ capacities; iii) reinforcing CARBAP regional integration.

CARBAP is host centre to the Bioversity office in Cameroon (Formerly IPGRI and INIBAP), the
secretariat of the Musa Research Network for West and Central Africa (MUSACO), a CORAF
research network, the Musa Documentation and Information Network for Africa (REDIMA).

CARBAP provides support to NARS mainly through technical assistance, training and capacity
building and regional projects.

Further details about CARBAP are available at http://www.carbapafrica.org

Il - Duties of the Scientific Coordinator

The Scientific Coordinator works under the supervision of the director of CARBAP, in line with
regional agreements signed between CARBAP and its regional and international partners
(NARS, Sub-regional Research Organisations, Regional Economic Commissions, International
organizations, universities, civil society organisations, public sector, agro-industries and



professional organizations...). As a member of the Directorate, the Scientific Coordinator will
assist the Director and provides input for defining the global strategy of the research center. He
acts as secretary during meetings of the Scientific Committee to whom he submits the report of
the scientific coordination.

The Scientific Coordinator is particularly in charge of:

Contributing to the preparation of CARBAP scientific and partnership program (strategy)
Drafting partnership agreements or scientific and technical cooperation agreements, and
ensures that they are implemented

Drafting, submitting for approval to donors, research and development projects

Contributing in negotiating their funding and facilitating their implementation

Carrying out research and development projects in collaboration of scientist and partner
institutions

Coordinating and following up CARBAP scientific and technical activities in Cameroon, in
project sites implemented in partnership with national and regional partners in the sub-region
Preparing CARBAP annual scientific and technical activity report, as well as other documents
relevant for evaluating CARBAP activities

Organising scientific and technical information and the sharing of information, knowledge and
research results

Organising the transfer of innovations to end-users

Contributing to the reinforcement of the regional research network

Submitting to the approval of the Board of Directors and the Scientific Committee applications
for vacancies

Undertaking any other task as requested by the Director for promoting bananas and the image
of CARBAP in Africa.

Il - Qualifications

Scientist, holder of PHD in Agronomic Sciences (plant breeding, plant pathology, food
technology, Agro-economy, plant biology or plant biotechnology...), the incumbent should have
the ability to create partnerships and prepare strategic and prospective documents. He should in
particular have :

- At least 10 years experience in research or as a lecturer of agronomic sciences
Good experience in scientific planning
Excellent capacity to coordinate research teams
Capability to prepare and implement research projects
Good knowledge of the research environment in the sub-region and in Africa
Good knowledge of financial institutions of the agricultural sector
Good relationship with universities and international centres
Excellent knowledge of French and good knowledge of English or conversely
Good computer skills
Excellent capacity and good experiment in scientific writing

IV — Other requirements
The incumbent should:

Have between 35 and 55 years old by 1* September 2008
Have good moral conduct



Be ready to take office as soon as possible (latest September 1% 2008)
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Candidates from CORAF/WECARD (West and Central Africa) member countries are
strongly encouraged to apply
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This call for interest concerns two types of candidates. Firstly, i) candidates not belonging to
any institution and, ii) candidates working in an African NARS or in any Agricultural Research
organisation. In this second case, it is possible that a candidate be put in secondment to
CARBAP in the framework of a convention between CARBAP and his center.

Duration, place and working conditions

Duration of contract : three years renewable once, if performance approved by external
evaluators.

Location : CARBAP Office in Njombé, where he will be working four days a week on the spot
and one day in the liaison office in Douala.

Activities within the sub-region : The Scientific Coordinator will frequently be travelling in
West and Central Africa to follow up project implementation in collaboration with NARS.

Salary : Competitive salary at regional level, including other advantages.

VI - Application
To apply, candidates should produce the following documents :

Résumé (detailed CV) comprising list of publications, names of three referees, e-mail, phone
and fax numbers.

- A motivation letter

- Certified copies of diplomas, work attestations

- Any other document of relevance to the application

Only short listed candidates will be contacted and interviewed by the Scientific Committee, who
will finally select two candidates among which one will be appointed as Scientific Coordinator by
the Board of directors. The selected candidate will undergo a medical test from a doctor agreed
by CARBAP.

Applications and request for further information should be sent by e-mail or Post Office Box
(HDL, Chronopost) to the following address:

CARBAP; BP 832, Douala-Cameroon
Tel. (237) 99 68 43 25 / Fax: (237) 33 42 57 86
E-mail: carbap@carbap-africa.orq; tomekpe@carbap-africa.org

Deadline for submission : The position will remain open until a suitable candidate is found
Proposed date for taking office : 1% September 2008



