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CORAF/WECARD:

Death of Chairman Overshadowed

Its Meeting

T THE SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Areeting of the West and Central
frican Council for Agricultural
Research and Development, the atmo-
sphere was not really a happy one, but
one for meditation. In memory of the
deceased Chairman, Dr. Koffi Sié, who
passed away about two months ago,
on the 28 March, 2005, very vibrant trib-
utes erupted from every where, his
National Director colleagues, Scientific
and Technical Partners, Financial Part-
ners and guests (see a following article
and another in the next issue). This
happened from the 18
to 21 May, 2005, at
Dakar, under the res-
pective presidence of
Dr. Oumy Khairy
Gueye Seck, Senega-
lese Minister of
Livestock, Mr. Fabacary
Bodian, Permanent Se-
cretary to the Senega-
lese  Minister  of
Scientific Research
and Technology, and
in the presence of
Dr. Emmanuel Owusu
Bennoah, Vice- and
Acting Chairman of the
Council seating by the
side of Dr. Paco
Sérémé, Executive
Secretary, Dr. Papa
Abdoulaye Seck,Chair-
man of the Forum for
Agricultural Research

The late Chairman Koffi Sié.

Continued on page 6

On behalf of the West and Central
African scientific community, a strong
delegation from CORAF/WECARD,
directed by the Vice-chairman,
Doctor Emmanuel Owusu-Bennoabh,
took part in the funeral ceremony
of its deceased Chairman, May 13,
2005, at Ivosep, and burial cere-
mony, May 14, at Assikaso, his
native village, in Cote d’lvoire. It is at
this occasion that this funeral oration
has been pronounced by the
Executive Secretary, Doctor Paco
Sérémé.
£ € Thursday 31 March,
2005, we were ex-
pecting him in Dakar
to preside over the
monitoring and orien-
tation committee meet-
ing of the support Proj-
ect to the agricultural
research in West
Africa, when on Mon-
day 28 March, like the
effect of thunder, the
terrible news spread,
from Assikaso to Agni-
bilékrou, from Agni-
bilékrou to Abidjan,
from Abidjan to the
whole of Céte d’lvoire,
from the Céte d’lvoire
to all of Africa, from
Africa to the whole
world.
Felt as a shock, right

Continued on page 9




Biotechnology-Biosafety
Future Program Takes Shape

have almost reached the end. The

biotechnology and biosafety Pro-
gram in West and Central Africa is
“new and available”. The West and
Central African Council for Agricul-
tural Research and Development
reviews herein the potential opportu-
nities and applications of biotechno-
logy in the agricultural area. To poli-
cy-makers it serves as a guide in
identifying the very profitable invest-
ment areas. To scientists it defines
the action plan having to the Program
that aims to integrating the use of bio-
technology and bioafety for the
strengthening of the research and
development capacities. To Financial
Partners it offers some funding oppor-
tunities subjected to important nego-
tiations for supporting future research
projects.
Happy with the high level of support
and ownership of scientists, Agricul-
tural Professional Organizations, Pri-
vate Sector, decision-makers, and
the press, this draft Program initiates
an innovative approach based on the
products, with the view of strengthen-
ing capacities, creating a competitive
fund system for biotechnology, build-
ing consortia between and within
countries of the subregion, elabo-
rating biosafety regulation, harmo-
nizing national procedures in that
matter. To scientists, regulators, exten-
sion workers, and producers, the first
component of this approach will pro-
vide them experience with “real time”.
To the public, the second component
will provide a better opportunity to
freely make decisions based on po-
tential benefits and risks associated
with each product, be it a variety, a
plant propagation method, a new dia-
gnostic kit for the detection of animal
and plant diseases, a new vaccine, a
reproduction technology to improve
animal production, all these could
contribute directly to improving food
security, economic growth, and the
food and environmental quality in the
subregion. As for the third component
of this approach, the participation of
all stakeholders will be guarantied by
the sharing of information and scien-

I F IT WERE A TUNNEL, THEN TODAY WE

tific expertise through the future infor-
mation and communication system.
However, this support alone being
insufficient, that of from Intergovern-
mental Organizations of the subregion
will be well required.

The expected funding, which could be
provided by very interested potential
partners, such as the International
Fund for Agricultural Development,
United States Agency for International
Development, French Cooperation,
the World Bank, will cover the areas
of the biotechnology, biosafety, and

Competition
Even With Plants

vated mainly in association. The

association enables to diversify the
production and spread it out in time.
But associated crop species enter
into competition for sunlight as well as
soil nutrients. They can, therefore,
harm each other at the reproduction
where the competition is toughest. It

I N AFRICA, FOOD CROPS ARE CULTI-

management. These areas can be
funded separately without any one of
them compromizing the objective of
the future subregional Program, that
lets us remember, is to strengthen
capacities by the development and
safe use of products resulting from
biotechnology.

Contact: Harold Roy-Macauley
CORAF/WECARD, BP 48 Dakar RP
CP 18523, Senegal

Tel.: +221 869 96 18

Fax: +221 869 96 31

E-mail: harold.roymacauley@coraf.org
Internet: www.coraf.org

better manage the crop association
and reduces their reciprocal harmful
effects. It can also be used to improve
crop systems management integrat-
ing several plants and to optimize
their production through the interven-
tion of the farmer of the planting date
and density.

In applying it to the association of
rainfed rice and leguminous fodder
plants—pigeon pea (Cajanus cajan)
and Stylosanthes (Stylosanthes
hamata), a loss in rice yield is ob-

Stylosanthes in crop association with rice.

is in the purpose of studying the
mechanisms of the later that a com-
petition model has been invented by
the National Center for Agronomical
Research (Centre national de
recherche agronomique) of Cote
d’lvoire.

Knowing this type of competition, this
model, baptized “Intercom”, allows to

served to be compensated by a fodder
production which helps improve soil
fertility.

Contact: René Akanvou
CNRA, O7 BP 13 Abidjan 07, Céte d’lvoire
E-mail: reneakanvou@yahoo.fr




USAID-CORAF/WECARD
Always Evaluating Networks

€ L WHO Asks FOR FAALI, NGOY IS PRE-
sent” is the saying that seems to
have inspired the common deci-
sion of the United States Agency for
International Development and West
and Central African Council for Agri-
cultural Research and development to
evaluate their associative research
Networks on rice, maize, sorghum,
and millet. Today, the most awaited
thing has been done: their evaluation
has allowed their grouping into an one
and unique entity called the cereals
Network. This took place in February
22, 2005, at the end of the workshop
of members of these Networks, the
representatives of the Agency regional
Office for West Africa, International
Agricultural Research Centers, Sahel
Institute, and African Private Sector,
under the presidence of Mr. Paco
Sérémé, Executive Secretary of the
Council, and Mr. Rolf Anderson, Head
of the food and agriculture team at the
Agency regional Office, and with the
facilitation of Mr. Michel P. Sédogo,
Chairman of the Scientific and
Technical Committee of the Council.
The aim of the workshop being to
study the strengthening of the coordi-
nation role of the NARS networks,
management role for the activities of
development partners, and definition
of the operating mechanisms of the
cereals Network, the participants have
elaborated a triennial action plan
accompanied by a operating time-
table of the tasks. But what are the
results of the evaluation of the maize,
sorghum, and millet Networks? With
regards to achievements, one can
state with certainty that they made a
real impact, notably in increasing agri-
cultural production and on the produc-
ers involved in the implementation of
the different processes. With regards
to inadequacies, one can note the
noninvolvement of Universities in the
activities of these Networks, depen-
dence of these latters on Financial
Partners, lack of contribution in added
values, and poor access of producers
to seeds. To this is added the fact
that, in the past, the role and position
of CORAF/WECARD in their nearly

autonomous functioning have not been
effective and their coordination has
always been ensured by the Inter-
national Centers, supposedly because
they offer a more adequate scientific,
technical, and administrative environ-
ment. With respect to the perspec-
tives, one can mention the necessity
for the new Network to acquire a
strong and efficient leadership, to
identify common concerns, and to

The Cereals Network Exactly
the Way It Will Be Launched

From now till the end of 2005, the
scheduled actions for launching
the new cereals Network are the
following:

elaborate the contract specifica-
tions and draft agreement pro-
tocol.

discuss with the Director Generals
of International Centers.
elaborate the internal ruling texts
of the new Network and a triennial
plan based on the five-year plan of
the old Networks.

ensure its adoption by the CORAF/
WECARD General Assembly.
launch calls for proposals of the
coordination of the cereals Network
and of the animation of its working
groups.
submit this
USAID.
finalize consultations with the
International Centres and nomi-
nate wherein the correspondents
of the Network.

Go through the calls.

submit the annual work program
with its corresponding budget.
sign the multiple agreement proto-
cols and contracts.

start the activities of the Network.

triennial plan to

plan activities in a clear and realistic
way.

During the exchange of views that has
followed this presentation, the Agency
has been congratulated for having
supported the evaluation of these
Networks, but their irregularity has
been deplored, the last one dating
back to nearly nine years, more exact-
ly in 1996, which puts them out of
phase with respect to the current real-
ities and needs. The Networks have
also made a positive impact on the
strengthening of capacities and diffus-
ing of information, but the producers
and Private Sector have been poorly
involved in their activities and contri-
bution in added values of products
has been poor due to the nonconside-
ration of aspects linked to their com-
mercialization and the market. The
National Systems do not dispose of
the scientific and institutional capaci-
ties of the International Centers of
course, but their responsibility in the
coordination of the new Network will
precisely allow the creation of the
conditions of their strengthening.

Thus, the workshop has reaffirmed
that the General Assembly of CORAF/
WECARD is the supreme body to
which the operational Units, including
the networks, should give account,
agreeing that it is the one and only
body responsible for the coordination
and facilitation of agricultural research
and development in the subregion. As
a result, it recommended that the
coordination of networks should, from
now on, be entrusted to National
Systems or to any other member ins-
titution based on defined terms of
reference and a selection process,
that the four Networks should be
grouped into one cereals Network that
will capitalize all the precedent achie-
vements and comprise sectoral work-
ing groups—rice, sorghum and millet,
maize—on the agricultural producti-
vity and those on the creation of
added value in agricultural produc-
tion—seeds, inputs, markets, etc. The
workshop has also defined the role of
each actor in the new Network, consi-
dering that the role of its steering and
orientation committee is to make sure
that there is coherency between its




activities and the priorities of the stra-
tegic Plan of CORAF/WECARD; that
of the thematic working groups is to
increase the productivity of these four
cereals and create added values with
their seeds, their processing, and the
markets; that of the Scientific and Tech-
nical Partners is to provide genetic
material, equipment, data banks, and
technical support, to strengthen capa-
cities through training and to be
involved in research programs, all
these must form part of an agreement
protocol between CORAF/WECARD,
the International Centers, and Ad-
vanced Research Centers, wherein,
moreover, a correspondent playing a
facilitating and interfacing role should
be nominated; that of the Producer’
Professional Organizations is to partici-
pate in research, in the definition of
priorities, and in technology transfer
activities; that of the Private Sector is to
participate in research, the conception
of processing material and agricultural
equipments, in marketing studies for
the identification of markets needs and
in funding of research activities; that of
the Intergovernmental Organizations is
to give CORAF/WECARD the neces-
sary political baking, to help it facilitate
the mobilization of resources, to elabo-
rate common rules, to put in place
regulatory mechanisms, and to formu-
late research requirements.

Moreover, while waiting for the taking
place of the funding mechanisms,
kind contract specifications and sup-

port of NGOs and Financial Partners,
the Agency regional Office committed
itself to supporting the funding of the
cereals Network for a period of three
years, under the conditions that the
scheduled actions in the timetable be
realized in 2005 (see box text).
Finally, in order to render the contri-
bution of the National Systems to the
functioning of the Network more
visible, the Executive Secretariat of
the Council is requested to consider
carrying out a study and to soliciting
the help of the Agency.

Contact: Massata Ndao
CORAF/WECARD, BP 48 Dakar RP
CP 18523, Senegal

Tel.: +221 869 96 18

Fax: +221 869 96 31

E-mail: massata.ndao@coraf.org
Internet: www.coraf.org

Traditional Knowledge Systems

Objectives Guiding Us 1

The International Plant Genetic
Resources Institute (IPGRI) having,
just launched the Genetic Resource
Management Policy Initiative in West
and Central Africa (GRPI-WCA),
based at the CORAF/WECARD
headquarters, a series of articles is
devoted to its constitution. Please
find the first article.

ECOGNIZE THE VALUE OF TRADI-
tional knowledge, ensure the
respect of their systems and

holders, contribute to safeguarding
them, provide the means for the hold-

ers’ action and respond to their
needs, encourage innovation and the
creativity, stimulate the intellectual and
technological exchange, community
development, and legitimate trade
activities, strengthen the transparency
and mutual confidence, express diloyal
and inequitable uses constitute some
of the objectives of the vast yard
started by the African States through
their framework Project for a future
regional instrument for the protection of
traditional knowledge. What makes up
these objectives?

The intrinsic values in question are

mainly spiritual, educative, social, eco-
nomic, intellectual, scientific, ecologi-
cal, technological, and commercial, so
much wealth making the traditional
knowledge system a framework for
the permanent expression of a life full
of beneficial innovation and creativity
to humanity. Consequently, the hold-
ers of traditional knowledge, who
preserve and perpetuate these sys-
tems, must see respected their dig-
nity, their cultural integrity, their values,
and their contribution to the preserva-
tion of the environment, to the struggle
for food security and sustainable agri-
culture with scientific, technological,
and artistic progress. Better still, their
contribution must be rewarded and
taken into consideration their aspira-
tions and expectations as well as their
socioeconomic and cultural well-
being; similarly, they must be pro-
vided with the means to master their
own knowledge, more especially to
exercise moral and patrimonial rights
on them, as what is done in the pro-
tection of creativity and intellectual
innovations. The sustenance of the
customary practices of using, develop-
ing, exchanging, and transmitting
their knowledge within communities of
holders should be fostered and their
usual preservation, as well as of the
genetic resources strengthened.

It is, therefore, the responsibility of
everybody, at the head the competent
organs, to repress the illicit ownership
of this knowledge, to prevent the
granting or exercise of intellectual
property rights on them, on asso-
ciated genetic resources, and on their
by-products, to create a climate of
trust, comprehension, mutual respect
and transparency between the holders
and academia, teachers, and other
users of these knowledge, and to
strengthen them. Likewise, everybody
must be concerned with conforming to
the other regional and international
laws and regulations, namely those
that guaranty access to genetic
resources associated to this knowl-
edge and to the fair and equitable
sharing of monetary or nonmonetary
benefits originating from their utiliza-
tion.

Finally, the utilization of this knowl-
edge for the purpose of community
development, development and expan-
sion of trade opportunities for the




authentic products, including those of
associated community industries, are
to be strongly encouraged.

Contact: Cheikh Alassane Fall
CORAF/WECARD, BP 48 Dakar RP
CP 18523, Senegal

Tel.: +221 869 96 18

Fax: +221 869 96 31

E-mail: alassane.fall@coraf.org
Internet: www.coraf.org

The following article on the general
guiding principles of this framework in
the next edition.

Fruits-Vegetables:
So Much to Enjoy

missing products in Senegal, they

are probably not fruits and vege-
tables. There is not one end of season
when fruits, especially those of large
consumption, are not left to rot “die
their beautiful death”. Unheared of, in
a country where the main concern of
most of the people is ... the food! But,
this scandalous paradox, might be, if
not halted at least reduced, one day.
And this day is maybe coming soon
thanks notably to the fruits and vege-
table workshop of the Institute of
Food Technology (Institut de techno-
logie alimentaire) (ITA) that studies
their preservation in the fresh state
and their processing, assists the
industries, and trains the technicians
and private promoters of these two
sectors.
As the preservation, the researchers
and technicians have succeeded in
degreening citrus fruits, such as tange-
rine, clementine, and orange, enhanc-
ing the complementary ripening of
banana and mango, determining the
optimal conditions for harvesting
fruits, such as mango and orange,
and that of vegetables, such as
French beans and tomato. To these
successes add the determination of
optimal preservation conditions for
the mango, banana, orange, clemen-
tine, tangerine, melon, tomato, cab-
bage, okra, French beans, and fungal
treatment of the mango, melon, and

I F THERE ARE IN THE MATTER OF FOOD

Conditioning line of the drinks from local fruits.

citrus fruits.

As for the processing, the researchers
and technicians have, with the same
breath, invented mango, carassol,
papaya, Andolphia senegalensea
(madd in wolof), and Detarium senega-
lensea (ditax in wolof) nectars, syrups
from Hibiscus sabdariffa flowers
(bisaap in wolof), tamarind, lemon,
orange, grapefruits and ginger, concen-
trates of extracts of Hibiscus sabdariffa
flowers, tamarind, and madd. The
same goes to jams and marmalades
from mango, papaya, watermelon,
melon, pumpkin, Hibiscus sabdariffa
flowers, potato mixed to monkey bread
(buy in wolof) of the baobab tree, and
the jujube (sidéem in wolof), canned

French beans, tomato, okra, mashed-
pepper, bitter egg-plant, macedoine, as
well as mango products, banana,
pawpaw, coconut, banana, dried
cashew nut, French bean, ditax paste,
jujube, and Hibiscus sabdariffa flower.
There is really enough for all the tastes!

Contact: Augustin Ndiaye
ITA, BP 2765, Dakar, Senegal
Tel: +221 859 07 07

Fax: +221 832 82 95

E-mail: ita@sentoo.sn

Glandless Cotton Research
In Turnoill

ID YOU KNOW THAT IN COTE
D d’lvoire the cultivation of gland-

less cotton plant has been
abandoned in 1995? And there were
enough reasons, since it is very
demanding and the varieties devel-
oped are extremely sensitive to cer-
tain arthropods and mammals of
cotton plant. Their actions caused a
high yield reduction in the field. Yet
still, cultivated on about three hundred
thousand hectares, it constitutes the
key revenue source of more than one
hundred thousand producers mainly
smallholder farmers of the savannah
areas. However, during the last three

cropping campaigns, the crop seems
to get grip on itselft, these producers
having allowed the country to reach
on the average a production level of
three hundred and eighty thousand
tons of cotton. A very significant
industrial activity is developed around
the treatment of the fibre and grain.
With the liberalization of the sector,
agricultural stakeholders get on diver-
sifying the products and offer them-
selves new and beneficial horizons. In
this new context, the research Program
on cotton at the National Center for
Agronomic Research (Centre national
de recherche agronomique) take up




the task of developing performant
varieties producing fibres with compe-
titive technological quality and of plant-
ing techniques adapted to conditions
for cultivating this glandless cotton
plant.

Cotton grain is a true source of pro-
tein and vegetable oil, but for that, the
gossypol, the anti-nutritional sub-
stance contained inside, must be neu-
tralized, a process very far from being
simple. Hence the way forward adopt-
ed in the 1980s by the geneticists to
develop varieties without gossypol
(glandless) that have demonstrated
their proofs of high production capa-
city, high percentage, and excellent
technological quality of the fibre, with
appreciated use of their almonds for
human consumption.

Thus is the crop. Present at the begin-
ning in some parts of the north of the
country, the varieties CSA, GL5, ISA,
GL7—-are now everywhere—in this
area and have pushed the limits of
cultivation to the point to occupy
nearly sixty percent of the land
reserved for cotton cultivation within
the national territory, over the past ten
years. Being no smoke without fire,
the reason for this wide and rapid
expansion is found in the fifty percent
of fibres they produce, that is three
points superior to that produced by the
traditional varieties. To achieve all this,
it was necessary, however, to eliminate
a certain number of constraints, such
as the parasites, in particular the altisis
(coleopteran insects) to which they are
particularly sensitive at the beginning of
the vegetative phase. Their attacks,
that lead to perforation of the leaves or
sectioning of the stems of young plants,
delay the growth of the cotton plant and
cause yield losses.

Therefore, the objective of this program
is to create short cycle glandless
varieties, ie about 120 days, thus
making it possible to reduce plant
phytosanitary protection cost. They
require 6 insecticide treatments from
the 21st to the 101st day cultivation,
whereas the varieties of average
cycle require 7 treatments up to the
115th day of cultivation. Thus, new
glandless cotton varieties are devel-
oped-M124-10 and M307-10and are
now being disseminated. On the re-

Continued from page 1

in Africa, and Dr. Monty Patrick Jones,
the Executive Secretary.

At the start of the meeting, the annual
report of activities for 2004 has been
presented successively by the Execu-
tive Secretary of the Council, Paco
Sérémé, Scientific Coordinator, Marcel
Chijoke Nwalozie, and new Adminis-
trative and Financial Manager, Jean-
Rostand Jiadias Kamga. The Execu-
tive Secretary has reported about the
Statutes, triennial action Plan for 2004-
2006, resource management, and
financial audit of the Executive
Secretariat so as to say that the
Statutes have been revised, Office
Regulation has been established,
Administrative and Financial Manager
recruited, resource management has
been transparent, they have been
increased, accounts have been
audited, positions of the Council with
respect to Intergovernmental Organi-
zations have been strengthened,
Scientific and Technical Committee has

quest of the regional Union of coopera-
tive enterprises of the savannah zone
(Union régionale des entreprises
cooperatives de la zone de savane)
(URCIS-CI), these two varieties have
been multiplied during the 2001-2002
campaing in 6 villages in the Korhogo
zone, northern part of the country,
where they have proved good agro-
nomic growth, good technological
quality of the fibre and grain, and good
size of the grain. Four new and well-
performing lines—-S174, S178, S189,
and S191-are currently in the course
of selection. With so many advan-
tages, the sector will certainly be
capable to also produce both cotton oil
and grain cake.

Contact: Germain Ochou Ochou

01 BP 1740 Abidjan 01, Céte d'lvoire
Tel: +225 23 47 24 24

Fax: +225 23 47 24 11

E-mail: germain.ochou@cnra.ci

Paco Sérémé (below), Executive Secretary, Marcel Ch
Jean-Rostand Jiadias Kamga (at your right), Administra

sentations.

been increased to twelve members,
its procedure manual has been distri-
buted. All these achievements being
subtended by the guiding principle
that only the activities getting avai-
lable funding are programmed and
implemented. In concluding his presen-
tation, he judged the time opportune to
reiterate the request for realizing the
right activities rendering the research
programs sustainable. Succeeding him
the Scientific Coordinator has stressed
on the work done, especially the efforts
made to obtain an extension of the fun-
ding of the support Program to Agri-
cultural research (Programme d’appui
a la recherche agricole) (PARAO),
support by the West African Economic
and Monetary Union (Union écono-
mique et monétaire Ouest africaine)
and Economic Community of West
Africa States for biotechnology and
biosafety, close collaboration between
the Council and Central African
Economic and Monetary Union, advo-




ijoke Nwalozie (at your left), Scientific Coordinator, and
tive and Financial Manager, making their respective pre-

cacy done near to the International
Foundation for Science, United States
Agency for International Development,
and Consultative Group on Interna-
tional Agricultural Research. Thus, the
inter-States Pogram for Agricultural
Productivity in West and Central Africa
is put under the tutelage of the Council,
nearly two hundred and sixty-five scien-
tists in the subregion have obtained an
electronic address from the Council
and the connectivity speed to the
Internet has been improved at the
Executive Secretariat thanks to the use
of the Asymmetric Digital Subscriber
Line (ADSL); workplans have been
con-ceived in the framework of the col-
laboration with the Forum for Agricu-
Itural Research in Africa, International
Centre for Agriculture and Biosciences,
United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organization; the four Networks on
rice, sorghum, millet, and maize have
been grouped as one cereals Network,
other Networks on groundnut, cotton,

rice, tubers, legumes, etc., are already
preparing to undergo the same pro-
cess. This is equally the same for the
elaboration of the biotechnology and
biosafety Program in West and
Central Africa, for which two working
groups have been constituted and the
results of the work validated by a
meeting of all stakeholders; a colla-
boration is established with Nigeria
for the development of biosafety sys-
tems and with the International Plant
Genetic Resources Institute for the
effective establishment of the Genetic
Resources Management Poalicy Initia-
tive in West and Central Africa pre-
sently hosted by the Council; NARS
members are strongly involved in the
implementation of the Challenge
Programme Sahara South of Africa.
Though if on the one hand, the Council
is not ready to get involved in the
Program on Aids that is being pro-
posed, on the other hand it is capable
of collaborating with the International
Cereals Research Institute for Semi-
Arid Tropics to develop a groundnut
germplasm Project. The Administrative
and Financial Manager has accounted
on the utilization of resources and ana-
lysed the consequences of the delay in
funding the implementation of pro-
grams. He capitalized on this opportu-
nity to request that members pay their
annual contributions that would
confirm their true attachment to the
cause of the Council.

Following these three presentations,
the Chairman of the plenary session,
E. Owusu-Bennoah, openes the de-
bates and gives the floor to everyone
who wants to speak. This is followed
by questions on the selection criteria
and mandate of the members of the
Scientific and Technical Committee on
revelation of the complete list of pro-
jects not planned due to the lack of
sufficient funds, the necessary re-
flexion to be conducted in order to
know if the NARS will be capable of
paying for Coraf Action, on the fact
that the Council has or not the capa-
cities to be involved in the Program
on Aids. Comments are formulated
on the viabilization of the Council
whereas its programs are based on
external fundings, on the impossibility
to conserve biodiversity material when

their nutritional quality is not well
known, on the gap filled up by the buil-
ding African scientific and institutional
capacity Project (BASIC) that concerns
the training of research scientists in
Universities of the continent. The
contributions made concerned the
possibility for the Council to be a for-
midable leverage for mobilizing funds
for the NARS, inclusion of one page
or more in the annual report of an
inventory of all activities and not only
those planned, request for close colla-
boration with the Farmer Organi-
zation in Cameroon (PROPAC) in-
volved in the development of platforms
in Central Africa.

In his response, Paco Sérémé imme-
diately insisted on specifying that the
documents published are on the
behalf of the Executive Committee
rather than that of the Executive
Secretariat, before explaining the
choice of the members of the STC
which he said was based on the
Statutes of the Council, involvement
of NARS in their identification, human
resource needs of the Council, ability
of the likely candidates to make known
and manage science, and examination
of curriculum vitae, proposing also the
establishment of a complementary list
of members. In the same vein, he firmly
declares that if it is an undisputed fact
that most of the activities are funded
by the financial Partners, it is the least
not true that this is not translated by
their dependence on their side, hence
his emerging encouragement of the
NARS to fund at least symbolically the
Council, to know how they can do it
and how they can help it to better
mobilize their high level staff. Accord-
ing to him, the regional competitive
Fund has propelled national compe-
tences put together into teams or work-
ing groups with the aim of strengthening
their capacities. On this way, he is
supported by the Chairman of the ses-
sion who warned that it is in the
interest of the Association to acquire its
autonomy by pushing everyone to
begin paying annual contribution of one
million CFA franc, and reimbursing
annual dues. On the other hand, he
thinks, indeed, that the Council alone
is incapable of carrying out research
on Aids, but must be interested in it in
association with other interested cen-
ters, more especially as Aids is affect-




ing the benefits from agriculture, even
if it has not yet attained the level of an
epidemic. For that, “our participation
must be to search for funds, to iden-
tify the Universities and Centers spe-
cialised in health in the subregion and
to collaborate with them in order to
develop credible programs”. To this,
Doctor Papa A. Seck adds the request
made by the Executive Committee
consisting of the fact that the Council
should evaluate the tangible contribu-
tions of its members by taking into
account the infrastructure and compe-
tences put at its disposal by these lat-
ters.

The Scientific Coordinator responds
by expressing his happiness on the
creation of the BASIC Project, that, in
fact, does not concern only agro-
forestry but also training all the capaci-
ties of development of the agriculture,
hence the provoked interest deriving
from the FARA which appropriates it.
With respect to Aids, he adds a very
important precision which is that the
Council is not alone in this, since the
West African Rice Development Asso-
ciation holds it out in collaboration in
the area of research, similarly to what
they do together in the rice Network
involved in the application of mole-

The Nine Members
of the Governing Board

Chairman, Emmanuel Owusu-
Bennoah, Ghana
Vice-chairman,
Congo

Papa Abdoulaye Seck, Senegal
Gisele Lopez d’Almeida, Private
sector, Senegal

Sonni George, NGO, Gambia
Ibrahim Magaji, Nigeria

Bino Témé, Mali

Namba Yallah, Chad
Representative of the Professional
Producers’ Organizations to be
named from Central Africa

Grégoire Bani,

cular markers to assist breeding for
the resistance to the rice yellow
mosaic virus that has already bene-
fited from a financial contribution of
four hundred and fifty million CFA
francs from the USAID.

After having thanked the Executive
Secretary and his team for the impor-
tant work carried out and bold initia-
tives taken, the General Assembly
adopts the biotechnology and biosa-
fety Program in West and Central
Africa, is congratulating that the
ECOWAS recognizes it and exhorts
all the other Intergovernmental Organi-
zations to follow in these footsteps
and the scientists to strongly engage
in its implementation. They are also
happy to note the elaboration of the
action plan for West and Central
Africa for the implementation of the
comprehensive African agricultural
development Program (CAADP) of
the New Partnership for Africa’s
Development and encourages the
Executive Secretariat to pursue and
develop the partnership with the
Economic Community of Central Africa
States (ECCAS) and Economic and
Monetary Community of Central
Africa (EMCCA) in order that the
NARS of the zone participate more in
its activities. More Generally, given
the area of intervention of the Council
and their involvement, the NARS of
Central Africa are vividly invited to
participate more in the ongoing initia-
tives and to mobilize the different stake-
holders for this, and the Executive
Secretariat to accompany their in the
efforts deployed.

As for the new initiatives, those that
are approved by the General Assem-
bly are the Genetic Resources
Management Policy Initiative in West
and Central Africa (GRMPI/WCA),
Initiative on the analytical system for
strategic knowledge and support to
the diffusion of rural development
strategies (ASKDS) wherein the Coun-
cil is involved in its implementation,
Challenge Programme Sahara South
of Africa, in which the extension to
other sites is expected. The same atti-
tude is adopted concerning the focal
points for the centers of excellence on
the conservation of genetic resources,
which will be established in the three
agroecological zones of CORAF/
WECARD, multiple initiatives of FARA

for the development of African agricul-
ture and the mobilization of Financial
Partners capable of supporting the
Challenge Programme, dissemination
of New Agricultural Technologies in
Africa (DONATA), multi-country agricul-
tural productivity Program (MAPP), buil-
ding African scientific and institutional
capacity Project (BASIC), the Initiative
on diversity, nutrition, and livelihood
that must, unduly, take into account as
well as plant resources than animal
resources, etc. Considering the neces-
sity to adapt research to demand, it
recommendes that the Executive
Secretariat and NARS strengthen the
dialogue between Private Sector,
researchers, decision-makers, and
users that will lead to a better unders-
tanding of the stakes of a social
demand orientated research, streng-
thening of partnership within the NARS
and between them and the information
systems of countries in the North, rapid
application of the plan conceived for
this, submission of project proposals
to call of proposals of the Program of
the International Cooperation Develop-
ment for Developing Countries (INCO)
of the European Union.

The delegates encourage the devel-
opment of a partnership with the
African Foundation for Agricultural
Technology (AAFT) concerning notably
the biotechnology and biosafety Pro-
gram in West and Central Africa,
express their happiness on the commit-
ment of the World Bank to mobilizing
funds for the implementation of the
MAPP, and wish that the latter will be
extended to Central Africa.

Having particularly appreciated the
recommendation of the Financial Part-
ners requesting that, from now, all
funds destined to the Council, including
through projects, include a section
covering the functioning of the Execu-
tive Secretariat thanks to the progress
realized, the delegates have adopted
the Statutes, Office Regu-lation, annual
report, the financial report for 2004, and
program of activities for 2005, and
elected the nine members of the
Governing Board (see box text). Finally,
they have expressed their wish to see
the Executive Secretariat pursue efforts
for producing the different certification




reports of the annual accounts and
establishing a multiannual planning for
activities, and its corresponding finan-
cial plan.

Contact: Paco Sérémé
CORAF/WECARD, BP 48 Dakar RP
CP 18523, Senegal

Tel.: +221 869 96 18

Fax: +221 869 96 31

E-mail: paco.sereme@coraf.org
Internet: www.coraf.org

Continued from page 1

noow, nobody believed it, yet there
was no way unface facts: the first
Director General of the National
Center for Agronomic Research in
Céte d'lvoire and the fourtheen Chair-
man of the West and Central African
council for Agricultural Research and
Development is no longer of this
world as well.

In the name of the scientific community
of the twenty-one countries of our
Subregional Organization, of its General
Assembly, of its ExecutiveCommittee,
of its other organs, and of mine, |
would like, first of all, on this sad and
solemn funeral orison dedicated
to Doctor Sié Koffi, this Saturday
14 May, 2005, at Assikaso, meditate
respectfully beside his mortal remains,
to present to his family, his close ones,
his colleagues, all of Cote d’lvoire our
condolences, and to reassure you that
this illustrious man of science is not
dead.

Because, the terrible news has let me
remind me of the very strong impres-
sion he has left on me, that day of
April 1997, when, for the first time, |
have met him in the middle of the
dynamic process of the creation of
the CNRA of Cbéte d’lvoire. | think that
this strong impression he left on all
who has had the privilege to meet
him, better to practise it, like me
become, some years later, the Exe-
cutive  Secretary of CORAF/
WECARD, therefore his close colla-
borator.

And this is not all, because he incar-

nated a man manifestly committed to
the exulting but difficult cause of
scientific research of his dear country
and his adored subregion.

In a very short time, this man of
vision, doubled skilled man of enter-
prise, has been one of the Chief nego-
tiators and then architect of what has
become a daring model in agricultural
research and development: the
CNRA of Cbéte d’lvoire, managed like
a private enterprise.

His competences of manager and his
efficiency of man on the ground at the
head of the CNRA did not go unno-
ticed to the eyes of his peers, the
Directors of National Agricultural Re-
search Institutes in West and Central
Africa, who entrusted him with the
charge of being a member of the
Executive Committee of their Sub-
regional Organization. This was in
1999.

Doctor Sié has hardly deceived them,
on the contrary, because overflowing
with energy, imagination and hungry
for actions he becomes, three years
later, the Chairman of their Association
at the third General Assembly issue
at Yamoussoukro. This was in 2002.
Research manager of new Kkind,
Doctor Sié has directed our Subre-
gional Organization, right from his
election, by bringing it to face its own
responsibilities, for rendering it capable
of overcoming the challenges launch-
ed by the development of our develop-
ing countries and this new world of
globalization, but also in opening it to
the fertile help of our development
partners.

At the third General Assembly of
Yamoussoukro, in 2002, real Chief as
he was, Doctor Sié put himself for-
ward by committing the CNRA and
Ivorian scientific community to conti-
nue to give on the consolidation of the
efforts that bring closer and integrate
the National Agricultural Research
Systems of the subregion.

At the fourth General Assembly of
Bamako, in 2003, Doctor Sié addres-
sed us with a full warning tone, | quote
him: ‘Dear colleagues, | know that you
share with me the conviction that, so
as to fully play its role,
CORAF/WECARD must revert to its
fundamental missions: help the NARS
to better organize themselves and to
be more imaginative for ensuring a

minimum blooming of their scientists,
in the purpose of retaining them; eva-
luate and adapt in order to retain only
those operational tools that satisfy the
research demands of economic ope-
rators; let competition fully worked out
between research teams, so as to
ensure quality research results; en-
sure a more pronounced ownership of
CORAF/WECARD by the NARS, at
stake, a more significant contribution
to the functioning of our Executive
Secretariat.” End of quote.

At the fifth General Assembly of
Brazzaville, in 2004, he speaks to our
development partners, with a reassur-
ing and responsible tone, | quote still:
‘I know, for that, you are expecting
more transparency from us, from now
on | would reassure you that actions
are in progress with the recent mana-
gement audit of the Executive Secre-
tariat of CORAF/WECARD, carried
out by USAID and the World Bank
and the recommendations of which
requires that we take a look at them
seriously.” End of quote.

To tell you all, under his chairmanship
our Association has incontestably
made, within three years, some qual-
ity steps: today CORAF/WECARD is
in complete institutional and strategic
reformation; today the strategic Plan
for agricultural cooperation is trans-
lated into a triennial plan for the
period 2004-2006; today, CORAF/
WECARD is fully engaged in the bio-
technology and biosafety battle
through a big subregional program.
His peers as well as our development
partners have greeted him as the man
of frankness, of courage, of rigor, of
efficiency, of openness, of vision, and
of determination in the cooperation,
construction, and development of the
agricultural research system of West
and Central Africa and also of Sahara
south of Africa, where he belonged to
those who represented us in the
regional coalition, the Forum for
Agricultural Research in Africa.

This is why we would ever be grateful
to Doctor Sié for the everlasting mark,
made of vigot and efficiency, has his
action left on agricultural research
and development in the continent.
Goodbye my dear brother and friend
Koffi, sleep in peace, your work will
be perpetuated, you can count on us
all.”




Cheaper Cost
Animal Feed

hey in-body become slim, their
I susceptibility to diseases in-
creases, their fertility collapses,
their litters reduce more with the small
ruminants, their milk production capa-
city drops, the health of the newborns
weakens more and their growth rate
slows down too, strength and endu-
rance of traction cows are weak to
execute the first agricultural tasks.
These ills describe the state of the
animals during the dry season, when
the quantity and quality of fodder is
generally insufficient. What mara-
bouts then to turn to get them rid of
them? To research scientists and
technicians, replies the agronomic
research Center of Bareng, based in
Timbi Madina, in the Pita region, in
Mid Guinea, and dependent on the
Institute of Agronomic Research of
Guinea (Institut de recherche agrono-
mique de Guinée).

An Ensilage in Bag
As It Is Prepared

The preparation of 100 kilos of
ensilage in bag requires 60 kilos
of oranges  attacked by
cercosporia cut up in 4 parts with a
knife, 29 kilos of fresh Australian
acacias leaves cut up into bits with
a cutter on a large branch placed
on the soil, 6 kilos of chicken dropp-
ings sieved to remove unwanted
elements, and 0.5 kilo of salt.
These ingredients are well mixed
and well crushed with the feet on
lamped soil. After having verified
that the bags do not have holes,
one can then fill them up, taking
care to well press them for extra-
cting the air, sprinkling the salt on
the mixture, closing the bags air-
tight with a rope, and then over-
turn them ones on the others.
Before ending up, the bags, put
aside from the animals and sun,
are confined there for six weeks
before utilization, lasting for over
a period of six months.

Secure in the straight of this, the
researchers and technicians proposed
an ensilage in bag (mixture of dis-
eased oranges, acacias leaves and
poultry droppings in a bag) (see
insert), a food technology for the tradi-
tional rearing of ruminants of which
the merit is the valorization of acacias
leaves rich in proteins but poor
consumed raw by animals, the impro-
vement of the general state of the
adults and newborn fed during the last
three months of the lean period, and
access of its preparation by women.
The daily feed rationup to 0.5 kilo for
sheep and goats and 2 kilos for cow,
removed from the bag closed imme-
diately and hermitically in order to
avoid the rot and mould, is consumed
in small quantities at the beginning by
the animals still not used to.

Sheep, Goat,

Considering that the proposed ensi-
lage in bag is prepared in the family,
are taken into consideration only the
poultry  droppings which  cost
120 CFA francs a kilo per animal and
day, the salt which costs 100 CFA
francs a kilo per animal and day, and
plastic bag 350 CFA francs a kilo per
animal and day. In total, the cost
amounts to 2.5 CFA francs per sheep
or goat and 50 CFA francs per cow.

Contact: Amadou Saimou Bah, Sawa
Camara, Mamadou Diouldé Bah

CRAB, BP 41, Timbi Madina, Pita, Guinea
Tel.: +224 45 42 65

Fax: +224 41 57 58

E-mail: saimoubah@hotmail.com

And Scabies

ARELY IS A DISEASE AS UGLY AS
R scabies. Normalcy the sarcoptic

scabies is confined only to the
face, eyelids, and ears of the sheep
and goat. The chorioptic scabies
invades with lesions the fore-feet and
space between the two fingers of the
sheep. The psorcoptic scabies affects
all the body parts covered with wool
and ears of the sheep with lesions in
the form of a crust, and its progression
can be rapid and dreadful in less than
two weeks. At first and before all, the
animals itch and try hard to get rid of
them by rubbing against the fences.
Then could be followed the secondary
infections of the wound provoked by
the bacteria that does not spare any
age or sex group. The losses are par-
ticularly high with the young and mor-
bidity is capable of attaining record
heights during the rainy season.
Flees, which are the vectors, closely
related to ticks, live everywhere in the
tropical area. Therefore, the
Department of livestock services of
the International Trypanotolerance
Centre (ITC), a base-center of
CORAF/WECARD, has a lot in it's
plate, since it studies these insects
and diseases and control them.
These vectors, including several
genera and any species, as small as
0.2 to 0.6 millimeters, have round or

oval and non-segmented bodies with
4 pairs of small legs apable to spill out
or not and to end up for certains in
suckers of which the presence or not
and form said to be long for their
genera, their species, and their sex.
Sarcoptes scabiel attacks especially
the horses and most of the domesti-
cated animals. The females dig tun-
nels under their skin, lay there their
eggs. The larvae mature in a few
days. The transmission is made by
contact of the moving larvae and
nymphs or adults. This habit of dig-
ging and feeding causes intense
itchings, scrapings, and dermatitis or
crackings: crusts due to severe flows
are formed, the skin thickens and shri-
vels, hairs fall off. That is noted espe-
cially on the hairless parts of the body,
but without any treatment these infec-
tions can spread to other parts. As
soon as the lesions have spread
widely, the emaciation or drying fol-
lows and leads to death. This parasite
is, therefore, the number one enemy
of goats and pigs.

Psoroptes spp, which causes psoroptic
scabies, is not a particular enemy.
Unlike S. scabiel, it does not dig
under the skin. It attacks sheep as
much as in certain countries, that has
gone to epizootic proportions such
that national programs for its control




impose themselves. The Chorioptes
spp infects the horse, cow, sheep,
goat, and rabbit, causing them
psoroptic scabies on the feet and
hooves. In the first three, the lesions
can also infect the other parts of the
body. Less severe than the other two
forms of scabies, the psoroptic sca-
bies develops more slowly and the
itchings, although not being so
severe, they automatically lead to
stains, bites, and scratches.

A diagnostic for confirmation made on
tattered skins has allowed the disco-
very of the presence of parasites and
can do the same thing in the eggs.
Thus, according to the treatment and
control methods suggested, all sick or
newly acquired animal must be qua-
rantined before its introduction in the
herd; any animal in contact with an-
other sick animal must be treated; the
enclosures must be well maintained;
the fact of diluting or spreading a
good acaricide and repeating them
within 10 to 14 days may be efficient,
but spreading may not take place in
some sheeps because of the screen
created by their thick fleece or wool; a
sub-cutaneous injection of ivermectin
can prove to be very curative; the pro-
vider of medecins and Veterinary
Doctor are to be consulted and pres-
criptions for conserving, dilution,
dosage, and application of all com-
mercial products should be res-
pected; a local mixture composed of
used motor oil and table salt has
cured small ruminants very infected at
the research station in Kereba of ITC;
a sticky mixture applied 4 to 5 times
within an interval of one week can be
perfectly combined with 1 sub-cuta-
neous injection of ivemectin repeated
1 week after, this after having washed
the infected parts infected of crusts;
the application of “tar” or “blue
powder” for healing the wounds and
controlling the reappearance of the
swarming of these small beasts is a
good treatment.

Contact: A. Schenfield

ITC, P.M.B. 14, Banjul, Gambia
Tel.: +220 446 29 28

Fax: +220 466 29 24

E-mail: itc@itc.gm

Food security
How to Improve

Quality of Street Food
to Protect Consumers

Announced in the twenty-third
and twenty-fourth issues

of Coraf Action, this new column
of thought, debate, and
proposal has started in the
twenty-fifth edition.

The twelvieth guest,

Babacar Ndir, whom

Babacar Ndir,
Doctor in
Agricultural
Science and
Biological
Engineering, is
adviser in indus-
trial quality of the
Institute of Food
Technology (ITA)
of Senegal.

ODAY MORE THEN YESTERDAY,

I numerous are people launched
in the activities requiring a little
investment and know-how. The informal
street food sector is unfortunately one
of them. Settlements on public road
side, sometimes even on the ground,
the very precarious situation of their
tenancies, and their ignorance up to
the most elementary rules of hygiene
have, without any doubt, greatly
contributed to the deterioration of the
health situation in Senegalese towns.
Swarm there “modern restaurants”
with conditions and methods of prepar-
ing non reliable foods, utensils not
very clean, foods not very hygienic,
water not very pure. They do not care
to profilerate, the “absent subscribers”
increasing the number of the users,
squeezed by the eight-hour day,
houses far away from workplaces,
harassment of urban transportations.
In front of a so overwhelming bard, the
health must be prepared by improving
the cooking conditions and storage of
foods prepared and sold in the street.
Having understood this, the Town
Hostel of Dakar and United Nations
Food and Agricultural Organization,

you already know

in this column, shouts
to the opinion on

a haunting and
overwhelming problem
of African cities

in “My Humble Opinion*®,
Contribution.

started, in 2002, the Project on the
strategy for the reorganization of the
street food sector in Dakar (Projet sur
la stratégie pour la réorganisation du
secteur de l'alimentation de rue a
Dakar).

Coraf Action

Quarterly Information Newsletter
of the West and Central African Council
for Agricultural Research and Development

Director of Publication

Paco Sérémé

Editor-in-Chief

Armand Faye

Contributions to this issue
from National Coordonators:

Odile Tahouo, CNRA, Céte d'lvoire

Documentation

Kassalo Bamazi

Editing and Distribution
CORAF/WECARD

French language version available

CORAF/WECARD, BP BP 48 Dakar RP
CP 18623, Senegal
Tel.: +221 859 96 18
Fax: +221 869 96 31
E-mail: paco.sereme@coraf.org
E-mail Coraf Action: coraf.action@coraf.org
Internet: www.coraf.org

ISSN: 0850 5810

Printers: Imprimerie Saint-Paul, Dakar




The analyses carried out
by the laboratories of the
Institute of Food Tech-
nology (Institut de techno-
logie alimentaire) and
investigations done by this
Project confirm a certain
number of risks run by the
consumers. At Dakar, the
foods with low risks are the
grilled groundnuts, grilled
cashewnuts, ice creams,
cuddled milk, and industrial
gaseous water sold in
coolers; the foods with high
risks are the cooked meat
or fish dishes, ie the most
famous rice and fish, sand-
wiches based meat, salad,
egg, mayonnaise, slices of
fruits, weak acidic fruits,
juices such as ginger, diary
products proudly home
made.

The time being is still gone,
and it is high time to react
promptly in order to find it
remedies at the height of its
gravity. The actions under-
taken by the Project contri-
bute to this: clean the
mar-kets, construct their
shelters, install toilets, man-
holes, distincts taps, fabri-
cate and diffuse mobile trol-
leys for sales in cars
stations, train sellers and
agents for controlling food
hygiene. The component on
valorization and diffusion of
hygienic technologies and
equipments of the depart-
ment for technological deve-
lopment of the ITA and
Senegalese Enterprise
Diama Technology have
“brought their stones”, by
creating three equipments
for protecting these foods.

These consist of a central
stove table equipped with
sunshade, a glass cage ser-
ving as protection and sale
of the different products,
such as cakes and fritters,
and an isothermal recipient

for conserving drinks and
finished products. Our mo-
nitoring and evaluation of
the equipments of the street
food sellers in Dakar
allowed to be aware of their
great success. First of all,
the trolleys on wheels are
easy to fabricate and facili-
tate them moving towards
their clients. Then, the
conditions for the prepara-
tion and sale of food have
been significantly improved
better environmental hygie-
ne and less difficult and
more rapid preparation,
conservation period and
their freshness has now
increased from 10 to
12 hours with the trolleys
compared to 3 hours for the
nonprotected foods,because
of the fact that the products
are more cleanly presented
and equipments aestheti-
cally more attractive.

Such actions are certainly
experimental, but they have
contributed to inducing
changes in attitude and the
organization policy foster-
ing the harmlessness of the
street foods. The training of
sales women and men has
ended in success, because
they have also been
rewarded with better sales
equipment. They are moni-
tored on the streets and
counselled by the control
agents. The meetings, get-
ting together of all the
concerned stakeholders,
are renewed.

Contact: Babacar Ndir

ITA, BP 2765, Dakar, Senegal
Tel.: +221 859 07 07

Fax: +221 832 82 95

E-mail: bbendir@yahoo.fr
Internet: www.ita.sn

Eclairer la prise de deci -
sion politique en Afrique
sub-saharienne : une nou -
velle donne pour la
recherche agricole et
environnementale = En-
lighten  the  Political
Decision-making in sub-
Saharan Africa: a New
Cupola for Agricultural
Research And the En-
vironment . By Innocent
Butaré and Jean Sibiri
Zoundi.

More than twenty years
after the Lagos action Plan
that has saw the African lea-
ders then committing them-
selves solemnly to promot-
ing the utilization of scien-
ces and technologies for a
socioeconomic boosting of
their countries, the situation
has hardly evolved: the
poverty, starvation, and
degradation of natural
resources go at a good
space. Dr. Butaré and Dr.
Zoundi pose here the ques-
tion on the valorization of
research results to solicit
the different stakeholders
on this preoccupying issue
for the socioeconomic deve-
lopment. With regards to
research institutions, they
suggest a hew behavor for
a better valorization of their
results through the political
decision-making.

Edited by Zoum Editions,
BP 25 568, Dakar-Fann, e-
mail zoumeditions@

sunumail.sn, Senegal.
2004, 101 pages.
Contacts Innocent Butare,
CRDI, BRACO, tel. +221
864 00 00, e-mail
ibutare@irdc.org.sn  and
Jean Sibiri Zoundi, INERA,
04 BP 8645 Ouagadougou
04, tel. +226 503 40 270,
e-mailjeansibiri_zoundi@
yahoo.fr.

Le dromadaire pédago -
gique = The Pedagogical
Camel. By M. Launois, B.
Faye, M. Aoutchiki Kriska.
This book addresses the
camel in all his states. It is
a pedagogical reconfigura-
tion of the knowledge of
scientists, herdsmen, and
two mecharists (camel dri-
vers) in 46 themes, 300
grains of knowledge, 57
pictures. It is conceived,
written, and illustrated to
satisfy the curiosity of a
large public within varied
cultural spaces.

Center for International
Cooperation in Agronomic
Research for Development
(Centre de cooperation
internationale en recherche
agronomique), 34398 Mont-
pellier Cedex 5, France.
2003, 54 pages, ISBN 2-
87614-528-6. Price 30

Meeting of the Council

r Within the framework of the Challenge Programme
sahara South of Africa, the action Plan, adopted for the
knowledge system pole, Kano-Katsina-Maradi, is at
the beginning of the execution phase. To this effect, a
planning workshop, involving the main agricultural sta-
keholders of the team of the KSP, is summoned to
Abuja, from the 18 to 22 September, 2005.




