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Your ExcellencyProfessor Francois ABIOLA ADEBAYO, Minister of High
Education and Scientific research of the RepuldliBemin,

Excellency Henri OSSEBI, Minister of Scientific Resch of the Republic of
Congo,

Distinguished representatives of Internationalitnsons,

Distinguished Chairman of the Global Forum for Agitural Research,
Distinguished Director General of AfricaRice remesng the Alliance of the 15
International Centers of the Consultative Group Ifdernational Agricultural
Research,

Distinguished representatives of Regional Econdda@mmunities,

Distinguished Representatives of Sub-regional ardrmational development
organizations

Distinguished members of the Sub-regional and matteonal Scientific
Communities,

Distinguished Members of the Governing Board of @BRVECARD,
The Executive Director of CORAF/WECARD,

Members of the Scientific and Technical CommitteEORAF/WECARD,



The Director General of the National Agriculturattitute of Benin,

Dear Colleagues Heads and Members of National Aduial Research
Systems of CORAF/WECARD,

Honorable Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen

Your Excellency, The Minister of Higher EducationdaScientific Research of
the Republic of Benin

| have the greatest honour, on this remarkable stmoahat brings together a
cross section of the agricultural research and l[dpugent family of West and
Central Africa together with its partners fromadirts of the world, to express to
your Excellency, first of all on behalf of our fdgias well as the Governing
Board of CORAF/WECARD and its 22 Members NARS, and behalf of
myself, our sincerest and heartfelt appreciation f@aving accepted our
invitation and more so to Chair the Opening Cergmoh the §' General
Assembly of CORAF/WECARD and the"2 West and Central Africa
Agricultural Science Week, despite your very budyesiule.

Your Excellency Sir, we are also grateful to thev&oament and the valiant
people of Benin for this warm and memorable recepthat has been given to
each and every one of the delegation, and on yebalbl would like to take
this opportunity of heartily welcoming them to BenMI KOI BOO, MA THIE
LEE !

Your Excellency,
Distinguished Guests,

| wish to recall that almost 2 years ago when ve¢ im Yaoundé, Cameroun for
the same reason as today, that was at'th@eheral Assembly Meeting and the
1% West and Central Africa Agricultural Science Wettie world in general and
West and Central Africa in particular, were grapglwith difficult challenges
as a consequence of the rocketing increase imdif@od prices that imposed an
unbearable cost of living which caused socio-pmditi uproar in several
countries in our sub region.

It is worthy to note that this serious turpitude fobd security occurred in a
global context where climate change and its ramifoms are implicated. It is
also very important to note that the threat ofngsfood prices still remain a
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nightmare for our nations. In this regard, Your &lency, it is imperative that
we put agriculture back on the saddle, in otherdsoat the centre of the
concerns of every nation, which nevertheless rpsaearly like a loner, to face
up to the challenges within the context of bilatesa well as multilateral
cooperation.

Our meeting in Yaoundé in 2008 has not failed tepkéds promise of deeply
reflecting on the appropriate responses to giviaéomost crucial problems of
food security and related issues notably productadn biofuels, use of
biotechnology, climate change, etc.

Moreover, we could say, without feigned modestyt tthese concerns have
been taken into consideration in the Strategic F1807-2016, which is a
translation of the new vision of CORAF/WECARD, hetfollowing terms:

« A sustainable reduction in poverty and food insecurity in West and Central
Africa through an increase in agricultural-led economic growth and a
sustainable improvement of key aspects of the agricultural research system»

From this new vision we have drawn the followingwnenission for
CORAF/WECARD:

« Sustainable improvements to the competitiveness, productivity and markets of
the agricultural systemin West and central Africa by meeting key demands of the
sub-regional research system as expressed by target groups ».

Your Excellency

The first CORAF/WECARD Operational Plan establisf@dimplementing this
Strategic Plan for the period 2008-2013 is in @pkration. The success of the
efforts which have been deployed in order to reatiee activities of the Plan,
rely on the success achieved through the implerientaf the Institutional
Change Management Plan, which involves all stakidiel the vast majority
who are expected to be reached through the traofit@iners.

The success of the efforts actually deployed tdizeahese activities, are
complemented by the success achieved through tpkenmentation of 19 on-
going research projects that are supported by iedtdtcc and technical partners.
At this juncture, | would like to note the regiordimension of these projects:
each and every one of them is implemented by at theee countries in the sub
region. | would also like to note the successiweivement of several countries
of the ECOWAS in the new West Africa Agriculturatoductivity Program
(WAAPP); and finally on the more remarkable incezhsinvolvement of
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decision-makers of the sub-region in the activite€ORAF/WECARD, which
are admiringly supported by development partnensp wnoreover, are still
increasing in number and diversity.

It is, therefore, my fervent hope that the ideatfiCentral Africa Productivity
Program will also rapidly become a reality.

Your Excellency
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,

The total estimated budget of the Operational R2808-2013) is 112 million
US$. More than 85% of this amount is expected tdogeards implementation
of Research Programs.

The amount of funds secured since 2008 to now &783398 US$ representing
60.97% of the total estimated budget.

Commitments made by our financial partners and Regional Economic
Communities of the sub region has swelled this arthdo 89 779 898 USS$,
which represents 80.17% of the total needed budget.

Your Excellency,
Distinguished guests

We are also aware of the present global econonstscin the light of this
CORAF/WECARD is taking measures to mitigate asgediaisks.

Your Excellency
Dear Colleagues,

During these past two years, the Comprehensive cafriAgriculture
Development Program, initiated by NEPAD and theisin Union, for which
we are responsible for implementing Pillar IV inragub region, brings us
satisfaction because 12 countries of ECOWAS hawady signed and adopted
the « compact » of their National Agricultural lst@ent programmes. The
post-compact process, which is in progress, offezopportunity for effectively
taking into account Pillar IV of the CAADRmproving agricultural research,
diffusion and transfer of technologies.



It is most gratifying to note the normal and regulanctioning of the statutory
organs of CORAF/WECARD; the transparency in the agament of our
resources as confirmed by the external auditoesstiong, clear and continued
support of the subsidiary principle, the strengthgmf sub regional cooperation
and so many others. ...

Therefore, distinguished guests, ladies and gertieyou can easily understand
why we decided that the choice of the main themief? WCA Agricultural
Science Week should addressManaging post-harvest systems of crops,
livestock, fisheries and aquaculture products to improve agricultural
productivity, competitiveness and markets in West and Central Africa». The
introductory note highlights the importance of tbheme in realizing also the
specific objective defined by CORAF/WECARD.

Like in 2008, this forum is again expected to bmelting pot of diverse and
meaningful interaction on this major challenge almécoming up with realistic
and concrete proposals for immediate and sustanediutions to current and
future agricultural research and development chgés.

On issues, which, in effect, are already emerging the face of
CORAF/WECARD, and which we should consider vemaesly, | would like

to solicit the flawless commitment of financial pears; the need to accelerate
the establishment of the Non Staple Crops Progcamtjnued support to efforts
being made, climate change, etc., etc.

Your Excellency,

What you have just heard wouldn’'t have been passiothout the dedicated
commitment of all stakeholders in the sub region.

| would like to acknowledge Dr Simon ZOK, the outygp Chairman of
CORAF/WECARD for the exceptional service and deticarendered to the
Organisation.

| would also like to particularly distinguish thex&tutive Secretariat of our sub-
regional organization, under the leadership ofERecutive Director, Dr Paco
Séréme, for the exemplary work accomplished dailigh transparency and
abnegation, as well as for the quality of resulttamed.

| would not end my speech without also congratmtathe ECOWAS, UEMOA,
ECCAS and CEMAC for the quality of their contribarti to our cooperation,
which | found exemplary because we have made #gnif progress since
signing the agreements which bind us.



We also hope that our Development Partners, whielb&ID, AfDB, USAID,
World Bank, IDRC, CIDA, the European commission,;ACIRAD, CTA and
AVRDC, AfricaRice and the other International Cestdor Agricultural
Research and Advanced Research Centers, find ge tWwerds, our sincerest
gratitude for their unwavering support, notably; fbe implementation of the
Operational Plan 2008-2013. | would like to reaffithat our commitment to
pursuing the initiatives that we have in commorl| mot weaken.

With regards to our continental apex organizatleARA, we do commend the
degree of protection that its umbrella providesatbthe four member sub-
regional organizations that in fact inspires usrgway, to claim ownership of it
through the multiple initiatives launched by itsdéxtive Secretariat; which will
contribute, without any doubt, to the realizatioh tbe objectives of the
Millennium Development Goal for the developmenbaf sub-region.

Ladies and Gentlemen

| would not for one moment, in our acknowledgmentd a&expressing our
congratulations, like to forget the National Orgation Committee of Benin,
which under the direction of the Director Generél INRAB, Dr Delphin
KOUDANDE, has mobilized for several weeks now, thié stakeholders in
Benin, for the perfect organization of our meetiag well as for its brilliant
success.

Long live INRAB, long live AfricaRice,
Long live the African and International Cooperation
ENATHIENOMI KAKA (Thank you very much for your kindttention)



